02 COCT 1996
Naj i b-Uni versity
SPEED UP MULTI - MEDI A VARSI TY NEXT TO PUTRAJAYA

KUALA LUVPUR, COct 2 (Bernama) -- The Education M nistry has been
directed by the Cabinet to speed up the construction of the nmulti-nedia
university at the Bandar Teknol ogy Makl umat which is next to the new
Federal adm nistrative capital of Putrajaya, the mnister Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak sai d today.

The Cabi net issued the directive after its weekly neeting today, he
told a post cabinet-neeting news conference at his office at Pusat Bandar
Danmansara here.

The univeristy was one of the top priority projects of the Multi-Media
Super Corridor Committee chaired by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, he said.

The university which would use state-of-the-art multi-nedia technol ogy
woul d be hi ghly sophisticated,

Najib said the university on a 70-hectare site would be the focal point
of the Bandar Teknol ogy Makl umat.

"Education Mnistry officials will discuss the setting up of the
university with overseas and | ocal experts," he said.

Najib said tal ks on the university project would also be held with
foreign universities and corporate bodies, which had expertise in
mul ti-nedia technol ogy, as well as with multi-nedia corporations.

It would be no ordinary university as it was a high-tech venture and
its setting up was inportant for Ml aysia whi ch needed about 50, 000 highly
trai ned workers to neet the needs of the Multi-Media Super Corridor which
was based on science and technol ogy, he said.

Najib said the multi-nmedia university would be set up under the Private
Institutions of Hi gher Learning progranme in collaboration with [oca
corporate bodi es and foreign universities.

A special ministry-level task force under Najib would be set up to
oversee the setting up of the university.

He said the conmittee would al so set up a consortiumwhich in
col l aboration with the mnistry would come up with the software to enabl e
the national curriculuminvol ving science, mathemati cs, Bahasa Mel ayu and
English to be taught at the Sekolah Bistari. -- BERNAMA
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