10 APR 1996
Mahat hi r - Conventi on
SPORTS NO LONGER MERELY CONTESTS, SAYS DR MAHATH R

LANGKAW , April 10 (Bernama) -- Sports has assuned increasing
inmportance as it was no |longer nmerely a contest but one of the yardsticks
to gauge the success and progress of a country, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d.

As an indicator of the identity, image and integrity of a country, it
shoul d be given its proper place, he added.

"This is the role that should be understood and bourne by the country's
athletes," he said in a foreword in conjunction with the National Sports
Conventi on begi nni ng here tonorrow.

Dr Mahathir will open the three-day convention at which national sports
proponents will come up with the best nodel for sports devel opnent in
Mal aysi a.

Sone 267 participants conprising representatives of sports
associ ations, state governnents, governnent agenci es, acadenics, corporate
figures, the media and athletes would attend the conventi on.

Dr Mahathir sai d enphasis should be given to building strong physci al
and nmental discipline anong the country's athl etes.

In addition, strategies and techni ques were required to ensure victory
in conpetitions, he added.

Dr Mahathir said sports | eaders, managers and officials should al so
play their roles with dedication, honesty and sincerity to achi eve success
for the country.

"They shoul d set aside nmatters that can be detrinental to sports in the
country," he said.

Rem ndi ng them that Ml aysia would host the Commonweal th Ganmes in 1998,
he hoped the convention woul d di scuss ways to further strengthen sports in
the country.

Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Muihyi ddi n Yassin said a nodel
suitable for inplementation in Ml aysia was needed because the country's
sports achieviment was still unsatisfactory.

"The present systemstill has shortcom ngs as there are al ways
probl ens, " he added.

Wth ideas coming fromthe convention, an effective resolution could be
reached that woul d give direction in the devel opnent of sports in the
country, he said. -- BERNAMA
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