12 DEC 1996

M SIA CRITICI SES UN COW SSI ON ON SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 12 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia today slamed the United
Nat i ons Conmi ssi on on Sust ai nabl e Devel opment (UNCSD) for its failure to
i mpl ement t he non-binding principles of the Earth Summt.

"Mal aysia will question the UNSCD on what they have done since 1992;
where are the plans and funds to ensure the success of the sustainable
tropi cal forest managenment proposed at the Earth Summ t,"” Primary
I ndustries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said.

At the upconming forestry sumit in April 1997, Mal aysia would al so push
for a convention on forestry to inplenent the non-binding principles of the
Earth Sumrit, he added.

"Wait and see how nany countries woul d oppose the proposal,"” he told
reporters after opening the two-day Forest Managerment Certificate Wrkshop
at the Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM in Kepong, near here.

Dr Limsaid Mal aysia would spend RML. 2 billion up till the year 2000 to
conmply with the guidelines and criteria set by the International Tropica
Ti mber Organisation (ITTO).

Dr Limalso said attacks on tropical forest |ogging in Ml aysia had
toned down but the foreign environnental groups were now targetting
Mal aysi an | oggi ng conpani es abroad.

"When our | oggers go to Papua New Quinea, they are criticised by
Australian NGOs; they go to Surinam it is the European NGOs, Brazil by US
NGGCs and in African countries, by all the NGGs wi thout any facts," he
added.

He said the foeign NGGs were used as "nmad dogs" by foreign | ogging
conmpani es to "bark" at Ml aysian | oggi ng conpani es who have becone nore
efficient and conpetitive than those fromthe devel oped countri es.

Mal aysi an and Asi an | oggers have | earned the trade and were nmoving into
t he "pl ayi ground" previously domi nated by the Australians, Europeans and
Aneri cans, he added.

Accusing the NGOs of practicing double standards, he cited as exanpl e
the NGO sil ence over French | oggi ng operations in Gabon. "The nonent a
Mal aysi an conpany enters their turf, the NGOs hurl accusations," he said.

The French had been in Gabon for 50 years, carting the best |ogs back
to France without any downstream processi ng, he added.

He said when a Mal aysi an conmpany goes there, the NGOs say: "You mnust
have downstream processing plants, you nust be sustai nabl e and cannot
export | ogs."

Dr Limalso corrected an Asian Wall Street Journal Nov 11 report that a
Mal aysi an conpany was logging 11 mllion acres (27.5 nillion hectares) in
Brazil.

"W have not even started any work there and it is not 11 nillion
acres," he said.

The Sar awak-based Mal aysi an conpany, WK Enterprise, had yet to start
| ogging on its 300, 000-hectare forest holding it bought fromthe Brazilian
authorities as it was stil awaiting approval of its managenent plan, he
added.

He al so said the Cabi net had deci ded that Mal aysi an ti nber conpanies
i nvol ved in | oggi ng overseas shoul d adopt sustai nabl e forest nmanagenent
even if there were no such rules in the host country.

"They nust practice Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad' s
vi sion of prosper thy nei ghbour and becone good citizens in the host



country," he added.

He said Mal aysia woul d adopt sustai nable forestry managenent practices
because it paid for the country to do so since "we want to export tinber
for ever and ever." -- BERNAMVA
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