29 JUL 1996
Di al ouge-Interactive
STABLE GOVERNMENT VI TAL FOR GROATH, SAY PARTI Cl PANTS

LANGKAW , July 29 (Bernama) -- The first interactive session at the
Langkawi | nternational Dial ogue on Smart Partnership stressed on the need
for a strong and stable governnent as a catalyst to stinulate economc
growt h

Dr Ahnmed Tasir Lope Pihie, chief executive of the Mal aysi an
I ndustry- Gover nment G oup for Hi gh Technol ogy (M ght), said participants
expressed the view that only when there was a stable governnent could snart
partnership be forged

Several heads of governnents including Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad and 250 captains of industries and governnent officers of
Comonweal th countries are attendi ng the three-day dial ogue whi ch began
t oday.

M ght is the co-sponser of the dialouge with the thene "Smart
Partnership for @ obal Co-operative Prosperity"

Smart partnership nmeans forging a business relationship to achieve a
long-termwi n-win situation. It operates fornally anong organi sati ons and
informal | y anong i ndi vi dual s.

Ahned Tasir said that during the interactive dial ogue, the 250-o0dd
participants were divided into groups of 10 people per table.

He said the participants felt that the private sector should take the
|l ead in facing chall enges as the econonmy of a country or region matured.

The participants stressed that that unl ess there was a nmatch between
the technol ogy required by a | esser devel oped country for econom c grow h,
and the technol ogy know how t hat anot her country had to offer, snart
partnership m ght not be realised.

One participant called for a gauge to reeval uate smart partnerships
that may take place or those that have been forned since the first Langkaw
I nternational Dialouge held | ast year.

"The dynam cs of smart partnership have to be nonitored,” he said.

Ahrmed Tasir said other points raised included the need to chart the
pat h of econonic devel opnent and to be nmade known to enable the private
sector to be a partner in it. -- BERNAVA
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