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Anwar - | evy
STATE GOVERNMENTS URGED TO COVPLY W TH PROPERTY LEVY RULI NG

PULAU PI NANG, Jan 26 (Bernama) -- State governments planning to rel ax
the ruling on inposition of |levy on property purchase by foreigners should
reconsi der their nove, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid
t oday.

Rel axing the rule too much would not be in the interest of |ocals, he
told reporters after chairing the Bum putera Participation Steering
Conmittee neeting here.

"State governnents can nake proposals, but as it is we are still bound
by the decision of the National Land Council and National Finance Counci l
whi ch have agreed on the matter," he said.

Mel aka Chi ef M nister Datuk Mohd Zin Ghani had said that Ml aka woul d
not inpose a RMLOO, 000 | evy on foreigners buying property costing at |east
RM250, 000 in the state.

Zin said inposing the levy would affect the gromh of the state's
property sector.

Anwar said rel axations had in fact been made for the purchase of
i ndustrial and recreational sites.

Anwar al so announced that Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
had agreed to appoi nt Penang | sl and Muini ci pal Council Chairnman Dat uk Tan
GhimHwva, who retires in March, as the new Penang Port Conmm ssion (PPC)
Chai r man.

The appoi ntment woul d take effect once it had been consented to by the
Yang di - Pertuan Agong, he said.

Tan, who is state Gerakan Chairman, w |l succeed Datuk Zai nol Abidin
Sal | eh, whose contract expires in March

Zainol, a former Pulau Pinang State Secretary, has been hol ding the
post since Jan 1, 1994.

Anwar was al so asked to comment on Umo Youth Chief Tan Sri Rahi m Tanby
Chik's statenent that some people in the mass nedia seened to have their
own agenda on how the party | eadership should be Iike.

In alighter vein, Anwar said: "In the Ramadan nonth we concentrate on
perform ng our religious obligations, nust be patient and hunble, and try
to i nprove ourselves, our famlies and society. | do not want to

debate...on many other matters."

Pressed further by reporters, Anwar said Rahimwas entitled to his
opi nion and so were the nedia as |l ong as the views expressed were positive
and withinlimt. -- Bernama
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