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STATE | SLAM C BODI ES SHOULD COCRDI NATE FAM LY LAWS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- Al State Islamic Affairs Councils
shoul d coordinate Islamc Fami|ly Laws particularly those dealing with
pol ygany to ensure justice for all, Governnent backbencher Ai non Khariyah
Dat uk Mohd Abas sai d today.

She said if the State Islanmic Affairs Councils did not cone up with a
just and consistent recommendation in the matter of Islamc fanmly |aw,
society would tend to cast doubts on the existing | egal nechani sm

"I feel it will not be too much if | ask the relevant authorities to
review all regulations relating to pol ygany including training and
prof essi onal progranmes for Syariah Court judges and kadis," she said when
taking part in the debate on the Supply Bill 1997 in the Dewan Rakyat
t oday.

She said the governnment should speedily stream ine the adm nistrative
affairs in the Islanmic Affairs Departnments and in the Syariah Courts, which
she cl ai med were weak and sl ow.

She said the stand adopted by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimin the
protection of wonmen particularly in relation to Syariah Law shoul d be
supported by the state governnents.

Ai non Khariyah proposed that Islamc Affairs Councils make it nmandatory
for Syariah Courts to produce witten judgenents to ensure justice for al
and these judgenents could act as a guide and reference for other cases in
the future.

She said "The Doctrine of Binding Precedent and Witten Judgnents"”
which did not formpart of the Syariah Court systemin Ml aysia had
resulted only in verbal judgenents being given in the Syariah Courts,

Ainon said Muslimwonen were now nervous and anxi ous over the current
i npl emreanti on of polygamy aws in the country, which according to her, did
not take into account the feelings and interests of wonen but only
facilitated Muslimnmen to take nore than one wife without a just screening
process.

Ai non Khariyah clainmed that the inplenentation of polygany lawin
Sel angor and several other states in Peninsular Mlaysia, allowing a Muslim
man to take another wife without the signature of the first wife was
unj ust.

"The Syariah Court can probably investigate the financial status of the
husband but can it do so in the area of the heart and deeds, character and
behavi our, his physical and sexual performance, is not the first wife who
is the person well versed in these matters?"

Ai non proposed that apart fromgetting the signature of the first wife
and havi ng di al ogue with the Syariah Court, an intensive course on pol ygany
be held for every Muslimman wi shing to practise polygany as well as for
his wife or wives and the wife to be.

A counsel ling course should also be held for children to nake t hem
undertand the environment in a polyganous famly, she added.

Dat uk Hon Choon Ki m ( BN- Ser enban) proposed that the |list of the
har dcore poor be revi ewed constantly.

Thi s was because their incone could have increased and woul d therefore
no | onger qualify for special assistance.

"W al so do not want people who are really very poor frombeing |eft
out of the list," he said.



He was di sappoi nted that even though the governnent had spent up to
RML. 76 billion under the special assistance programre for the very poor,
the poverty rate in the country had only declined a little.

Mohamad Sabu ( PAS- Kubang Kerian) clainmed the i ssuance of licence to
i mport foreign workers had only benefited big towkays.

He al so urged the Prinme Mnister's Departemmt to undertake a serious
study on the probl emof Mislins abandoning their religion.

The Dewan will sit again tonorrow. -- BERNAMA
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