07 MAY 1996
Mahat hi r - Kedah
| DON' T NEED TO STATE REASON FOR CORDERI NG RESI GNATI ON:  PM

KUALA LUMPUR, May 7 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today he does not need to give any reason if he wants a | eader to resign

The Prime Mnister said he has sonetinmes asked certain people to resign
or they thensel ves decide to resign

In the case of Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Gsman Aroff, Dr Mahathir
refused to confirmor deny Gsman's statenent that he resigned fromthe post
on the Prime Mnister's order.

Dr Mahathir said he has not deci ded whether to accept Osman's
resignation, or on a new Kedah Menteri Besar.

He was speaking to reporters after |aunching the "MAS Aerot echnol ogi es”
mai nt enance service at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah airport in Subang, near
her e.

Asked if he had resorted to using force to get Gsnman to resign, Dr
Mahat hir said: "I don't know about force. There's no specific reason to do
that, it's just that we sonetines repl ace people."

Asked about the possibility of a new Menteri Besar, he said that was
his prerogative

"I nmyself don't know when |I'm going to announce it, probably quite
soon," he added.

He said the matter was not discussed at a neeting he had at his office
this norning with seven Kedah state assenbl ynen.

The seven assenbl ynen were reported to have pledged their loyalty to
the Prime Mnister with regards to the appoi ntment of the new Menteri
Besar .

Suggested that such a neeting is rarely held, Dr Mahathir said: "I
don't knowif it is rare or not, sonetinmes the newspapers know first. For
i nstance, (about replacing Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mas Finance M nister)
the press knew before | even thought of it. They can read ny nind in the
future.'

The Prinme M nister said he woul d neet sonme ot her Kedah state
assenbl ynen at his office tonmorrow. -- BERNAVA
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