07 JUL 1996
Mohaned- Ger akan
STAY OR LEAVE BN, SABAH GERAKAN TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, July 7 (Bernama) -- The Sabah Gerakan shoul d deci de
whet her to remain as a conponent party of the state Barisan Nasional (BN)
or to leave if it cannot accept the struggles of the coalition, BN
secretary-general Datuk Mohaned Rahmat sai d t oday.

Mohaned, who is Information Mnister, said he was very di sappoi nt ed
with the attitude of Sabah Gerakan chi ef Datuk Kong Hong M ng for not
supporting the recent anendnents to five Sabah |laws at the State
Legi sl ative Assenbl y.

"If they (Sabah Gerakan) cannot subscribe to the struggles of the state
BN, it's up to themwhether to stay or leave BN," he told reporters after
attending the mnistry's famly day at Taman Tasi k Titiwangsa, here.

Kong, who is Kudat assenbl yman, was one of two BN assenbl ynen who
abstained fromvoting for the Sabah Forestry Enactment (Anendnent) Bil
whi ch was passed by the assenbly on June 17.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad said on Friday that Kong
shoul d resign fromthe party or change his stand.

Last Tuesday Kong offered to resign as Sabah Gerakan chai rnman but said
he woul d retain his post as the party's vice-president.

Mohaned said what was inportant in Sabah was political stability which
was lacking in the state for so |ong.

In view of the inportance of political stability for the state's
devel opnent, he warned Sabah Gerakan not to jeopardise the stability which
the BN was striving to create in the state.

He said BN woul d take foll owup action if Kong continued to hang on to
his post as the coalition viewed Kong's stand as a serious devel opnent.

"I'n BN s context, what Kong did was unacceptabl e as he has created an
unstabl e situation in Sabah,"” he added. -- BERNAMVA
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