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Anwar - Canbodi a
STOP PI CKI NG ON US, ANWAR TELLS WESTERN MEDI A

By: Zul kefli Salleh

MANI LA, Aug 23 (Bernanmm) -- Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahimtoday criticised the western nedia for picking on Ml aysi an
i nvestors in Canbodi a and Papua New Gui nea for flouting rules.

He questioned why an Australian conpany which held a | oggi ng concessi on
in PNG for decades was never touched by the nedia but once a Ml aysi an
company bought over the | ogging concession it was pounced upon by the
medi a.

Anwar said this at a press conference here when asked by a western
journalist to comment on the fear of a so-called Geater Malaysia in
econom c terns said to be pursued by Mal aysia in the I ndochi nese country.

He inplied that this was another exanple of the condescending attitude
of the West towards Southeast Asian or Asian countries.

Anwar was here for a three-day working visit in conjunction with the
Phi |l i ppi ne Centennial Revolution celebrations and to attend a neeti ng of
t he Sout heast Asia Beyond 2000 Group. He later returned to Kual a Lunpur

"l don't choose to defend our businessnmen. Busi nessnen are busi nessnen,
sonetines they followthe rules, sonetines they flout the rules," he said.

Anwar sai d what was necessary was adequate supervi sion.

"But the advantage in Malaysia is that we do (provide supervision). |
don't think many countries will call themup to caution or reprimnd them"
Anwar sai d because of this governments could trust Malaysia and its

busi nessnen.

"But what worries nme is this. The nonent a Ml aysi an conmpany buys over
a | oggi ng concession in the PNGthe entire nedia attacks us. That
particul ar conpany was owned by an Australian for decades but it was a
non-i ssue, " he said.

"When it was owned by a white and plundered it was perm ssible. The
monent it is owned by an Indio (Asian) it is wong.

"I would say, |I'mnot defending whether you are white or Indio, if you
are wong, norally wong, you are wong," he said.

He said the Mal aysi an governnent on its part had called up its
busi nessnen who flouted the | aws overseas and asked themto nake anends.

Anwar, who is Finance Mnister, said in the case of Canbodi a he had
personal ly, after discussing with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, tal ked to that country's | eaders to see what adjustnents need to
be done.

He clarified that the advocates of the Asean 10 and the East Asia
Econom ¢ Caucus (EAEC) never envi saged a Sout heast Asia confined to itself
nor a cl osed East Asia.

"W reject any condescending attitude. W reject subtle attitude or
attenpts to subvert economically or to domi nate us," he said.

Anwar said this was why Sout heast Asia needed to have a strong,
cohesi ve Asean and effective rapport anong East Asian econonies. -- BERNAVA
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