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STRATEG ES BEI NG DEVI SED TO TACKLE REFUGEE PROBLEM I N SABAH

KOTA KI NABALU, Sept 22 (Bernama) -- The National Security Council (NSC)
meeting in the mddle of next nonth will cone up with effective strategies

to handle the illegal inmgrant problemin Sabah, Deputy Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi msaid today.
He said the neeting had to be held as the nunber of illegal inmmgrants

i n Sabah had exceeded 500, 000.

It would be chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
and woul d al so be attended by Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Yong Teck Lee.

"I't's a nornal neeting but one of the itens in the agenda is the
problemof illegal inmgrants whose nunber had swelled in various areas of
Sabah and this problemw ||l have to be attended to," said Anwar who is
Chai rman of the Cabinet Committee on Foreign Wrkers.

The neeting would al so di scuss the question of foreign workers in the
whol e country, he said.

"W will have to adopt a nore effective strategy involving the security
authorities," he said after opening the fifth congress of the Libera
Denocratic Party here today.

Asked how serious was the problemin Sabah, he said: "well, if it
exceeds half a mllion, then it is serious already."

Anwar said the governnent had to tackle the illegal imigrant problem
due to rising conplaints fromthe | ocal people.

The illegal imrigrant problemwould be handl ed taking i nto accout their

breach of rules, crimes involving such people and their utilization of
normal public facilities.
"We have to deal with it and hopefully we can resolve this through
governnent to governnent arrangenment w th our nei ghbours,"” he said.
Anwar said the NSC neeting differed fromthe functions of the Cabinet
Conmittee on Foreign Wrkers as the NSC was invol ved nore on security
i ssues while the conmmittee deals with workers and matters relating to
I mm gration. -- BERNAMA
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