12 MAY 1996
Muhyi ddi n- Yout h
STRATEG ES TO HANDLE SOCI AL PROBLEMS

KUALA LUVPUR, May 12 (Bernama) -- Youth and Sports M nister Tan Sri
Muhyi ddi n Yassin today urged rel evant agencies to provide information and
feedback to the recently formed Cabinet Commttee to enable it to draw up
policies and programes to check social problens especially anbng yout hs.

He said the conmttee chaired by Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi mwoul d neet soon to consider the feedback thus far received.

"At the meeting we'll identify the major areas of concern and strive to
attend to them™" he told reporters after opening a seninar on "Soci al
Rehabi litation" organi sed by the Federal Territory MC.

Apart from Anwar and Mihyi ddi n ot her nenbers of the nonth-old comittee
are Wirks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu, Education M nister Datuk Seri
Naji b Tun Razak, Information M nister Datuk Mohamed Rahmat, National Unity
and Soci al Devel opnent M ni ster Datin Paduka Zal eha | smail, Human Resource
M ni ster Datuk LimAh Lek, Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng and M ni ster
inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dr Abdul Hanmid O hman.

Tabl i ng the Seventh Mal aysia Plan in Parlianent on Monday, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said the conmittee was forned in
vi ew of the increasing instances of negative social behavi our anong youth
arising fromrapid industrialisation and urbani sati on and rural -urban
m gration.

In 1994, there were 17, 600 cases of dadah addi ction, 8,938 cases of
Al DS,, 871 cases of child abuse and 4, 774 cases of children runni ng away
fromhonme in the country.

Muhyi ddi n al so said a Research Division would be set up in the mnistry
as part of the revanpi ng exercise.

"The division will collaborate with I ocal universities. We'll sign a
Menor andum of Understanding with Universiti Pertanian Malaysia as it had
the expertise in the field of research,” he said. -- BERNANVA
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