22 NOV 1996
STRONG FORCE OF M SI AN BUSI NESSMEN FOR MANI LA DI ALOGUE

By: Yong Soo Heong

MANI LA, Nov 22 (Bernanmm) -- About 120 Ml aysi an busi nessmen will attend
the three-day Manil a Di al ogue on Ml aysi a- Phi |l i ppi ne partnerhip begi nning
here tonmorrow, an offiial said today.

M chael Yeoh, executive director of Asian Strategy and Leadership
Institute (ASLI), a joint organiser of the dial ogue, said there was
encour agi ng response to the dial ogue ained at pronoting "a gol den era of
mut ual prosperity in the 21st century.”

He expected about 500 participants as Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad woul d | aunch t he Phili ppi ne- Mal aysi an Busi ness Council in
conjunction with the dialogue after delivering a keynote address at the
cl osi ng session of the Apec Busi ness Forum ( ABF).

Phi | i ppi ne president Fidel Ranpbs will also be present at the cerenopny.

Yeoh told Bernama that the timing of the | aunch would focus attention
on Mal aysi a besides the Philippines, host of this year's APEC neeti ng.

The di al ogue proper, which would begin on Monday, was expected to forge
closer bilateral ties between the two countries.

A nunber of key personalities fromthe Ml aysian and Phili ppines public
and private sectors woul d speak at the dial ogue.

They i nclude Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, the econonic adviser to the Ml aysi an
governnent; Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahrmud, Sarawal chief minister; Datuk Yong
Teck Lee, Sabah chief mnister; Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, M nister of
International Trade and Industry; Dr Shafiq Sit Abdul | ah, group genera
manager, corporate planning Sine Darby Bhd and Tan Sri Ranpbn Navar at nam
vi ce president, Pacific Basin Econonic Council (PBEC), Ml aysi a.

Among the issues to be discussed are "A New Era i n Mal aysi a- Phi |l i ppi nes
Rel ati onship," "The East Asean Gowth Area (EAGA) -- New Cpportunities for

Busi ness and | nvestnents,” "lnvestnent prospects in Sabah, Sarawak and the
sout hern Philippines,” and "Opportunities for Business Collaboration and
Joint Ventures in Ml aysia and the Philippines." -- BERNAVA
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