04 APR 1996
Naj i b- Bosni a
STUDENTS, TEACHERS CHI P IN RMB.2 M LLI ON FOR A BOSNI AN SCHOOL

KUALA LUMPUR, April 4 (Bernama) -- A school destroyed in the war in
Bosni a- Her zegovina will be rebuilt with financial aid totalling nore than
RM3.2 nmillion donated by Ml aysia students and teachers, Education M nister
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today.

He sai d the school, which would be identified soon with the cooperation
of the Bosni an government, would be a synbol of friendship between the
students and teachers of Mal aysia and their counterparts in the Bal kan
state.

"The school in Sarajevo will beconme a pernanent | andmark as proof of
the struggle of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad, who was firm
and brave in the Bosnian cause, with the support of all Ml aysians," he
told reporters after handi ng over the Bosnia Educational Aid Fund to Dr
Mahat hi r, here.

Dr Mahathir is expected to hand over the noney over to the Bosnian
governnent during his visit to Croatia, Bosnia and Macedonia nmddle of this
mont h. The fund was | aunched by Najib on Jan 24.

Najib said the financial aid would be continued so that the schoo
could be restored to its original form

"W hope the school can provide the best education to the Bosni an
children," he said.

Asked whet her the Bosni an students could continue their studies in
Mal aysi a al t hough the situation in the war-ravaged country had i nproved, he

said, "our aimis for themto receive education here tenporarily... they
have to return to Bosnia to play their role in the reconstruction of their
country. "

Students and teachers in Kedah were the biggest contributors to the
fund totalling RVM64, 652, followed by Pul au Pi nang (RM320, 617), Pahang
(RMBO5, 141) and Kel antan ( RMB0O, 000).

In his speech, Najib said although efforts to raise noney for the fund
were through sincere contributions all the schools showed seriousness in
maki ng the fund a reality.

He said he was happy that the donations were received fromstudents and
teachers of all races and religions.

"Thi s nmeans, the Bosnian i ssue does not only prick the hearts and soul s
of the Muslimcomunity in Ml aysia but also the non-Mislins who shared the
synmpat hy by contributing generously to the fund,” he added. -- Bernana
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