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SUCCESS OF VENTURES KEY TO MALAYSI A- GUI NEA PARTNERSHI P, SAYS PM

By: Rachman Nordin

CONAKRY (Gui nea), Nov 6 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia considers it inportant
for its ventures in Guinea, which include a bank, to succeed so as to |ay
the foundation for a concrete partnership between both countries, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d.

The Prime M nister said Mal aysia's desire has al ways been to concreti se
the already cordial relations between the two countries, which are nenbers
of the G 77 and the Organisation of Islam c Conference (O C), by venturing
into trade, investnent and devel opnent, anpbng ot hers.

"I't iswiththis larger objective that there is a friendly invasion of
Qui nea by so nmany Mal aysi an busi nessnen," Dr Mahathir said on Wednesday at
a state banquet hosted by Qui nean President Lansana Conte on the second day
of a four-day official visit to the west African country.

Besi des the International Conmercial Bank Linmited, Malaysian interests
here include Tel ekom Mal aysia's majority stake in Guinea's newy privatised
communi cati ons conpany Sot el gui and Tel ekom Mal aysi a's col | aborati on with
the University of Conakry in research and devel opnent.

Dr Mahat hir opened the bank earlier today and is schedul ed to | aunch
Sot el gui ' s new exchange t onorr ow.

The Prime M nister also assured Conte that he constantly rem nds
Mal aysi an conpani es doi hg busi ness overseas to be good corporate citizens,
respect local sensitivities and go for long-termbenefits rather than
short-termagains.

Dr Mahathir al so spoke of the considerable scope for training in
Mal aysi a for Qui neans, who he said should avail thensel ves of short courses
i n di pl onacy, public adninistration, agriculture and environnent protection
under the Mal aysi an Techni cal Cooperation Programre (MICP).

He invited themto apply through the MICP to take up | ong-term courses
in Mal aysian tertiary institutions such as the International |slamc
Uni versity.

About 85 per cent of Guinea's seven million people are Miuslim

Dr Mahathir's visit is to reciprocate one nade by Conte to Malaysia in
Sept enber | ast year.

Mal aysia and Guinea will sign several agreements on investnent
guarantee and partial abolition of visa tonorrowto create a better trade
and i nvestnment climate as well as enhance interaction between them --
BERNANA
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