07 OCT 1996

MAHATHI R- SUHARTO TALKS | N PROGRESS

KUALA LUMPUR, COct 7 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday hel d di scussions with president Suharto of |Indonesia on
bilateral, regional and international issues at the Prime Mnister's
Depart nent.

The tal ks woul d focus on trade and diplomatic matters as well as their
stand on Asean and Asi a-Pacific Econom c Cooperation (Apec).

Suharto, who arrived here yesterday for a two-day working visit, was
acconpani ed by I ndonesia's Foreign Mnister Ali Alatas and M ni ster of
St at e Moer di ono.

Foreign M ni ster Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and I nformati on M nister
Dat uk Moharmed Rahmat, who is ninister-in-attendance, were al so present.

The I ndonesi an president's visit here was part of regular bilateral
neeti ngs between the two | eaders held alternately in Ml aysia and
| ndonesia. The two |last net in Bogor, |ndonesia, after attending the Apec
summt in 1994. Suharto's last visit to Malaysia was in 1993.

Suharto will attend a |l uncheon hosted by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Tuanku Ja' afar at |stana Negara.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimis scheduled to call on
Suharto, who will |eave for Jakarta later in the afternoon.
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