14 MAR 1996
Sweden- Vi si t
SWEDI SH ROYAL COUPLE LEAVE FOR SABAH

KUALA LUMPUR, March 14 (Bernama) -- Sweden's King Carl Gustaf and Queen
Silvia left for a three-day visit to Sabah today as part of their five-day
state visit to Ml aysi a.

They were given a farewell reception by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Tuanku Ja' af ar and Raj a Pernmai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah at Parlianment House
before departing fromthe Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang.

The couple's son Prince Carl Philip, Foreign Mnister Datuk Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi and Entrepreneur Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mhaned,
who is mnister-in-attendance, al so attended the reception.

Earlier, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and wife Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali called on the royal couple at Carcosa Seri
Negara to bid themfarewel|.

On arrival at Parliament Square, King Carl inspected a guard- of - honour
mount ed by four officers and 103 nen fromthe Sungai Besi-based Cerenoni al
Battalion of the Royal Mal ay Regi nent under the command of Mejar Rafiz
Shari ff.

The reginent's central band commanded by Lt Norrman Kamarudin pl ayed t he
Swedi sh and Mal aysi an nati onal ant hens.

The Swedi sh nonarch arrived here on Tuesday for a five-day state visit
to Mal aysi a.

In Kota Kinabalu, the royal couple were accorded a red carpet wel cone
at the Kota Kinabalu International Airport old term nal

On hand to receive themwere by Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Yong Teck
Lee and wife Datin Stella Yong.

The royal entourage proceeded to the Sabah Foundation building in
Li kas, near here, where they were given a colourful traditional welconme in
true Mal aysi an hospitality.

They were later feted to a state |luncheon at the foundation's revol ving
restaurant on the 18th floor of the building attended by state cabinet
m nisters, assistant nministers and seni or governnent officers.

King Carl and Queen Silvia will leave for Tawau in the east coast of
Sabah at 1.35pmtoday for a private visit to the world-renowned flora- and
fauna-rich Danum Val | ey.

On Saturday, the royal couple will return to Kota Kinabalu and visit
Manukan | sl and before | eaving for Bangkok via Kual a Lunpur, enroute home.
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