12 MAR 1996
Sweden-arri val
SWEDI SH ROYAL COUPLE ARRI VES FOR STATE VISIT

KUALA LUMPUR, March 12 (Bernama) -- King Carl Gustaf and Queen Silvia
of Sweden arrived here today for a five-day state visit.

They were received at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang,
near here, by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and his wife,
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmad Ali.

Present were Foreign M nister Datuk Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi and
Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nister Mistapa Mhaned who is al so the
m ni ster-in-attendance.

Their Majesties, who flewin from Singapore, were acconpanied by their
son, Prince Carl Philip

In the royal entourage were 15 senior officials including Mnister of
Forei gn Trade and European Cooperation Mts Hellstromand a 20- menber
busi ness del egati on.

King Gustaf and Queen Silvia were whi sked away for a state wel cone at
Par | i anment square.

At Parliament Square, they were officially welconed by the Yang
di - Pertuan Agong, Tuanku Ja'afar, and Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Naj i hah.

The national anthens of the two countries were then played by the Royal
Mal ay Regi nent central band | ed by Lt Norrman Kanmaruddi n.

King Gustaf inspected a guard of honour nounted by four officers and
103 nmen of the First Battalion of the Royal Ml ay Regi nent | ed by Mj
Rafizi Shariff.

State dignitaries, cabinet mnisters, senior governnent officials and
the heads of foreign nission were then introduced to the royal couple.

Later, their majesties will call on Tuanku Ja'afar and Tuanku Naji hah
at Istana Negeri Senbil an, here.

In the afternoon, King Gustaf is scheduled to visit the Sultan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz nosque and the national car Proton plant in Shah
Al am

Queen Silvia, who has a separate progranme, will visit the Royal
Sel angor Pewter factory before attending a briefing by Anti-Dadah Task
Force senior officials on the prevention of drug abuse.

Tonight, their majesties will attend a state banquet at Parlianent
House.

Their itinerary here includes visiting the O chid Garden and the
Eri csson Acadeny and cl osi ng the Swedi sh Heal t h Synmposi um t onorrow bef ore
| eavi ng for Kota Kinabal u on Thursday. -- Bernana
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