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Mahat hi r - Syari ah
SYARI AH COURTS TO BE REORGANI SED

KUALA LUMPUR, July 23 (Bernama) -- Syariah courts in the country wll
be reorganised to i nprove their administration, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d t oday.

He said the reorgani sation was agreed by the Cabinet at its meeting on
July 3.

"Thi s does not nean we are going to take over. The Syariah courts wll
still come under the state governnments but we want to streamine their
adm nistration," he told reporters after opening the International Sem nar
on the Administration of Islamic Laws at the Institute of Islanic
Under st andi ng Mal aysia (I kim here.

He said the Cabinet al so agreed to nake the service of Islamc affairs
of ficers a Joint Service for the whole country.

A nmenorandumon the two matters was submitted to the Cabinet by a
special committee set up to study the proposed reorganisation. It was
headed by the Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Ahmad Sarji Abdu
Hami d.

In a press statenment to explain the reorgani sation decision, the Prine
M ni ster cited several weaknesses which had been identified in the system
of Syariah court and judicial managenent.

Among them he said, is the diverse Islamic religious adm nistration
enactments and regulations in the states, such as the Hukum Syarak and
Admi ni stration Enactrment, Islamc Fanily Laws Adm ni stration Enactnent,
State Crimnal Code Enactnment and State Syariah Court Procedure Enactnent
which gave rise to different fornms of | egal managenent between the states.

O her weaknesses include the enforcenment of |aws and regul ati ons only
in states which have adopted them and the shortage of judges and officers
in the Syariah | ower and high courts which led to the postponenent of
cases.

Dr Mahathir said from 1992 until |ast year, 63,306 cases were postponed
in Syariah courts in the country, with 17,876 of the cases postponed | ast
year.

He said the Syariah court and judicial managenent will be inproved
t hrough several nethods, such as the creation of a Syariah Oficers Joint
Service by the federal governnment for posts in Syariah courts which use the
exi sting Syariah Oficers Schene of Service.

A Syariah Judicial Departnent, to be headed by the Syarie Chief Judge
of Malaysia, will be established under the Prinme Mnister's Departnment
whil e four posts for Syariah Court of Appeal judges will be created, he
sai d.

The federal government will pay all enplunents, fixed nonthly
al |l onances and ot her all owances of Syariah officers who serve in the state
Syariah H gh Court and Syariah Court of Appeal

It will also obtain the consent of the Conference of Rulers or the
state governments on the creation of the Syariah Oficers Joint Service

Dr Mahathir said an agreenent will be nmade with the state governnents
regarding matters connected with the Syariah courts, such as provisions for
appoi ntrrent, confirmation, entry into the permanent and pensi onabl e
establ i shnment, pronotion, transfer and discipline.

He said the structure of Syariah courts in the states will continue to
be maintained in line with the state Hukum Syarak Admi ni strati on Enactnents
whil e the Syarie Chief Judge and Syariah officers will be appointed by the



state authorities.

On the proposed Joint Service for Islamic affairs officers, Dr Mahathir
said it is nmeant to enhance the systemof managing Islamic affairs in the
country.

He said legislation will be introduced to provide for the service and
t he appoi ntnent of the officers through the Public Service Comm ssion to
serve in the state Islamc religious departnents. -- BERNAVA
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