04 JUL 1996
Mahat hi r - Gat eway
TAKE GOOD CARE OF JOHOR BAHARU AS MALAYSI A' S GATEWAY, SAYS PM

JOHOR BAHARU, July 4 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad toni ght stressed the i nportance of taking good care of Johor Baharu
as the gateway to Malaysia to keep it beautiful and to inpressive the
visitors.

The bi ggest nunber of tourists entered Mal aysia through Johor Baharu
and as such, it was inportant that this gateway be | ooked after properly
and kept beautiful so that it could be something to be proud as well to
i npress the visitors.

Speaking at a dinner at the Menteri Besar's residence, Saujana, held in
conjunction with his visit to Johor, he said past state | eaders had nade
many plans to develop the town and the present governnent was al so worki ng
towards this end.

Dr Mahathir said he woul d give whatever support he could to efforts to
make Johor Baharu a beautiful gateway.

He said his visit to Johor was to view the devel opment achi eved so far.

"Fromwhat | see, there is no doubt that Johor Baharu has the potenti al
to becone the second biggest town in Mlaysia," he said.

"Johor may achieve its vision earlier than the year 2000, 2005 or 2010
but we are not jeal ous because it is part of Ml aysia," he said.

Dr Mahat hir added that when any place in Ml aysi a achi eved success, al
t he peopl e shoul d feel proud because it was their country.

As such, he said, as the federal |eader he gave attention to Johor
al t hough he sel domvisited the state.

He said Johor was a special state in terns of its history as well as
its role in the establishnment of Ummo.

Present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali, Menteri Besar Datuk
Abdul Ghani Othman, Informati on M nister Datuk Mhamed Rahmat, Defence
M ni ster Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar and Youth and Sports M nister Tan Sri
Muhyi ddi n Yassi n.
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