18 MAY 1996
Mohaned- Act s
TELECOVMUNI CATI ON AND | NFORVATI ON ACTS MAY BE AMEDNED

JOHOR BAHARU, May 18 (Bernama) -- Information M nister Datuk Mhamed
Rahmat said today the governnment is considering amending all acts rel ated
to tel ecommuni cati on and di ssem nation of information.

He said the anmendnents were necessary as information technol ogy had
devel oped rapidly and nost of the acts were drawn up by the British and
wer e obsel ete.

"Many of the existing |laws are no | onger suitable and we need our own
| aws because of the rapid devel opnent and growth," he told reporters after
openi ng the Sekol ah Rendah Kebangsaan St Joseph Parents-Teachers
Associ ation general neeting here.

Mohaned said if acts were no | onger appropriate and obstructed
progress, new acts shoul d be fornul at ed.

The Cabi net had set up a high-level comrittee to study |laws related to
tel ecommuni cation and information to ensure their growh and they woul d
make their recomendati ons soon, he added.

The conmmittee include officers fromthe mnistries of Science,

Technol ogy and Envi ronnent, Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs, Hone,
I nformation, Energy. Tel econuni cations and Posts

Mohanmed said | aws needed to take into consideration the sensitivities,
stability, and security of the country as Ml aysi ans were nmade up of
various races and religions.

"W do not want people to create conmunal and cultural conflicts. They
shoul d i nstead enphasi se on the unity aspect as it was crucial to the
country," he said.

Mohaned said the governnent wanted to turn Kuala Lunmpur into a
i nformation technology centre in this region and this was one of the
objectives of Prine Mniter Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad's visit to

Japan.
What was of of concern now was the probl em of phonography as it could
al so be channel ed through information technol ogy, he said. -- BERNAVA
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