08 NOV 1996

TENGKU AZZMAN: SMEs CAN GAIN MUCH BENEFI T FROM MSC DEVELOPMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 8 (Bernamm) -- Small and nedi um sized enterprises
(SMES) can gain nmuch benefit fromthe nation's Miltinedia Super Corridor
(MsC) devel oprment, M MOS Bhd chi ef executive Datuk Dr Tengku Mohd Azzman
Shari f f adeen sai d t oday.

He said |l ocal small and nmedi um software, conputer and nultinedia
compani es whi ch operated within the MSC area, could "transformthe abundant
of information obtained, into products which could be sold."

"This energing digital economnmy, which Malaysia is positioning itself
into, will be the best opportunity for SMEs to enlarge their business," he
told a nedia roundtabl e di scussion on national |IT (information technol ogy)
Agenda- Pl an For Action here.

He said: "There is a tendency that one day nost of the daily buying
transactions will be done through el ectronic neans, such as the Internet,
wi t h busi ness peopl e becom ng know edge-rich and creative enough to produce
i nnovati ve goods and services that can be sold easily."

The MSC, he said would provide an avenue for SMEs to exploit any
opportunities arising such as fromborderl ess marketing, nmanufacturing web,
research and devel opnent cluster, smartschools, nmultinedia financial haven
and t el emredi ci ne.

The invol venent of nore SMEs within the MSC area, would greatly support
and create the inpetus for a larger establishnent of nulti national
corporations (MNCs) and | ocal big corporations in the MSC, he added.

On incentives to pronbte SMES to set up operations within the MSC area,
he said that the Multi-Medi a Devel opnment Corporatiion (MDC), which is in
charge of MSC s devel opnent, had a list of inmrediate and | ong term pl ans.

When asked what the incentives would be, Tengku Azzman, who is in the

MDC board said,” It will basically be inline with the various incentives
spelt out in our recent budget, together with sone extension for exanple in
fundi ng. "

However, he said that the MSC should not be perceived as an
i nfrastructural devel opnent plan but should be viewed as a programe to
devel op know edge and skills to generate and nmani pul ate content.

He said it was hoped that the forthcom ng | NFOTECH Mal aysi a ' 96
national conference, thenmed "Towards a Key Know edge Society - Creating the
Envi ronnent for Change' woul d expedite Ml aysia's transformati on towards an
information-rich society, he added,

The three-day | NFOTECH ' 96 conference starting Dec 18 at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre, will be officially opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, who is al so the chairman of the National |Information
Technol ogy Council (NITC). Dr Mahathir is expected to deliver the keynote
address at the opening.

Tengku Azzman said that the target group for | NFOTECH ' 96 woul d be
policy makers such as secretary-generals fromgovernnent bodies, director
generals in the public sector and chief executive officers fromthe private
sector.

| NFOTECH MALAYSI A ' 96 is an annual conference and exhi bition organi sed
by the NITC, in association with M MOS Bhd, the National Institute of
Public Admi nistration (I NTAN), the Mal aysi an Admi nistrative Mdernisation
and Management Pl anning Unit (MAMPU), the Mal aysian National Conputer
Conf ederation (MNCC), the Association of Conputer Industry Ml aysia (Pl KOV
and Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd.



Anong topics lined up for the conference are Local and d obal
Scenarios, Funding for IT Devel opnent, Caring Society, the Catal yst for
Transformati on and MSC- The Fl agshi p Applications. Key | ocal speakers
i ncl ude senior mnisters and governnent officials and prom nent
personalities fromthe private sectors. -- BERNAMA
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