09 MAY 1996
Razal ei gh-Unity (Speci al Report)
TENGKU RAZALEI GH SAYS MALAYS MUST UNI TE

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

KUALA LUVPUR, May 9 (Bernama) -- Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, who has told
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad that he may rejoin Umo, said
effort to unite the Malays nmust be nade regardl ess of their differences in
t hi nki ng.

The Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46 president said the differences did not
hanper effort to bring themtogether.

"I'f we can persuade all sides to unite, irrespective of their views so
long as they are Malays ... we will have achi eved our objective.

"I don't believe all Malays would think alike and after receiving an
education | don't think they can accept just one line of thinking, be it in
politics or other fields," he said in an exclusive interview w th Bernana
on Tuesday, hours before he net Dr Mahathir for the second tine in a nonth.

He appeared happy and excited by the prospects of achieving Malay unity
as he spoke.

Last night, Dr Mahathir in responding to questions by reporters
reveal ed that Tengku Razal ei gh had expressed his intention to rejoin Umo
at their two-hour neeting at Sri Perdana t he previous night.

Tengku Razal eigh was a top | eader in Umo before the party was decl ared
an illegal organisation by the H gh Court in 1988 followi ng a suit brought
by sone nenbers dissatisfied over the results of the party elections the
previous year in which he lost his bid to unseat Dr Mahathir as president.

Umo was subsequently deregi stered and a new Umo was fornmed but Tengku
Razal eigh did not rejoinit. Instead, he forned Senangat 46.

Looki ng back to 1946, Tengku Razal ei gh said the founders of Unmo cane
fromvaried backgrounds -- "U anmak, non-ul amek, the intellectuals, the
rich, the poor, royalty, conmoners” -- and many pl aces.

Despite that, there was no i nmpedinment to uniting the Ml ays but rather
the joint effort gave strength to it, he said.

"It is not absolutely necessary that everyone nust accept a single
i dea; that would further weaken the Ml ays," he added.

Asked on the significance of May 11 -- the date of Umo's establishnent
and the day this Saturday when the party marks its 50th anniversary -- to
him Tengku Razal eigh said: "This is a holy date to nme because it was then
that the Mal ays began to recogni se what unity is all about.

"That unity gives themstrength; not wealth, not anything el se.

"Secondly, since 1946, because of the unity established, we do not
differentiate ourselves fromthe aspect of regionalism whether we are
peopl e of Pahang, Sel angor, Kelantan; we are united as the Mal ay people.

"Although there is still alittle (regional feeling) it is not as
i ntense as before. This is to our good."

Asked what has to be done to further unite the Malays, he said it al
hi nged on i nfl uence.

"For instance, before 1946, there was a conmon threat -- an externa
threat which frightened the Mal ays since they believed they would | ose
their sultans, their country and their dignity.

"So the Mal ays banded together and becane a force strong enough to
defeat the British and nullify the Mal ayan Union," he said.

Tengku Razal ei gh said the Mal ays need to strive for that spirit of
unity.

"We hope those in power will open the door to all lines of thinking in
order to unite the Ml ays," he said.



He said that after the Mal ays were united, other races would give their
support to the unity achi eved and, in the process, ensure the solidarity of
all the people. -- BERNAVA
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