29 MAY 1996
LEAD Thai -Visit
THAI PM ARRI VES FOR TWO- DAY OFFICIAL VISIT

KUALA LUMPUR, May 29 (Bernama) -- Thai Prime M nister Banharn
Sil pa-Archa arrived today for a two-day official visit to Malaysia to
strengthen bilateral ties and pronpte econoni c cooperation.

Banharn was acconpani ed by his wi fe Jansai and a 60-nmenber del egati on
that includes Deputy Prinme Mnister and Foreign M nister Amuay Virawan,
Labour and Social Welfare M nister Prasong Boonpong, senior governnent
of ficials and busi nessnen.

The Thai premier and his wife were accorded a cerenoni al wel cone at
Parl i ament House where they were received by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Moharmad and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

The cerenpny was hel d i ndoors because of rain.

A 60-menber Royal Mal ay Regi ment band | ed by Lt Nornman Kamar uddin
pl ayed the national anthens of the two countries.

Dr Mahathir then presented Banharn to Cabinet ministers and foreign
dignitaries.

Banharn's arrival at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang
earlier was wel coned by Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi and
Deputy Housi ng and Local Governnment M nister Datuk Tajol Rosli Mhd
CGhazali, who is the nmnister-in-attendance.

The Thai premer and his wife are schedul ed to have an audi ence with
t he Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar and Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku
Naj i hah at |stana Negar a.

Banharn will also visit the office of the Ml aysi a- Thail and Joi nt
Authority (MIJA) in Jalan Anpang | ater today.

Tonight, he will attend a dinner hosted by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad at Sri Perdana.

Banharn will have a working breakfast with Thai businessnmen in Ml aysia
at Carcosa Seri Negara tonorrow.

Later, he will hold talks with Dr Mahathir foll owed by a neeting
bet ween t he Thai and Ml aysi an del egati ons.

The two prime ministers will witness the signing of two nmenoranda of
under standi ng on sal e and purchase of natural gas fromthe
Mal aysi a- Thai | and Joi nt Devel opnent Area between MIJA, its production
sharing contractors and the buyers of the gas.

A separate programe has been |ined up for Jansai which includes a tour
of the Kual a Lunmpur Tel ecommuni cati on Tower.

Banharn is scheduled to attend a | uncheon with the Thai community
shortly before his departure to Singapore. -- BERNAMA

ES Nz CTL



	THAI PM ARRIVES FOR TWO-DAY OFFICIAL VISIT (Bernama 29/05/1996)

