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THE ASI AN CENTURY IS A MYTH, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

By: Zai noor Sul ai man

BEI JI NG Aug 26 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad sai d t oday
tal k about the Asian Century is a nyth and that he sees the 21st century as
a Wrld Century when the gl obe takes precedence over the narrow interest of
continents and nati ons.

Saying that it's just not in keeping with the tinmes, the Prine M nister
said what is needed is "to stop making a bogey of Asian countries."”

"Let us forget this Asian Century nyth and settle down to nake the
Worl d Trade Organisation (WO a great organisation that will benefit rich
and poor alike; an organisation dedicated to international interdependence
and friendship, free of armtw sting and bi g- power domi nance,"” he said.

"The 21st century will see a different world, a world so shrunken that
we cannot even recogni se borders anynore," he said in his keynote address
at the opening of the "Ml aysi a- Chi na Partnership: The Beijing D al ogue" at
the China Wrld Hotel here. A total of 700 people, including 250 Ml aysi an
busi nessnen, are attending the two-day di al ogue.

Speaki ng on the thene "The Asia Century: A Ml aysi an Perspective", Dr
Mahat hir said the frane of mnd of a | ot of people regarding the Asian
Century was not healthy.

The Iikelihood of Asia dominating or one Asian nation dom nating the
worl d was actually a fanci ful dream he said.

The nore likely scenario is a world with many econom c powers -- Asian,
Eur opean and Anmerican -- in the East and the West, acting as | oconotives of
growth for the rest of the world.

"They will invest in the poor countries and they will be the markets
for the products of the poor countries, products which will be manufactured
by their own subsidiaries,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the century of the world would not happen with the
continued talk of the Asian Century, especially when fears were openly
expressed over the possibility that some Asian nations m ght becone
power ful .

"We shoul d downplay this Asian Century thing but play up the Century of
the world, the century when the world cones together, to build greater
prosperity for everyone," he said.

The Prime Mnister said Europe and Anerica served as the engi ne of
growt h for Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and Singapore and now t he so-called
tigers of Southeast Asia.

Asians, no matter how rich they m ght be, would not forsake non-Asian
countries and continents, he said. "If they snell noney, they will follow
their noses."

The Asians are against the fornmation of trade bl ocs and believe in open
regionalismbut the Wst did not seemto trust them to take themat their
wor ds.

Per haps the West had reasons for doubting the words of the Asians
because sone Asian countries had al ways been unwilling to open up their
mar kets while those who said they were, created all kinds of obstacles,
non-tariff barriers against trade, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the West was justified in not trusting the Asians but
questioned whether it was fair to "tar all the Asians with the sane brush"
since some Asian countries had been open all the tinme and sonme were
obvi ously openi ng up now.

But on the other hand the West had taken nmeasures to obstruct Asian



products when they realised that their nonopoly of the manufacturing
i ndustry had been broken when nore and nore | ow priced but high quality
Asi an goods were capturing their markets.

"If only ethnic Europeans can overcone this prejudice, trade and other
i ntercourse between Asian countries and the ethnic Europeans of Europe and
America woul d get bigger and healthier,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi a believed that by prospering its nei ghbour it
woul d prosper al so.

On a grander scale, if the West would help Asia to prosper, they would
prosper too and indeed if Asia and the West prosper, then the whole world
will prosper, including Africa and Latin Anerica.

He said while sone countries in Asia would energe as great economc
powers, nost would be nmedi ocre or actually poor but "just because a few
will be rich and presumably powerful, does not nean that Asia would be
power ful . "

The average Asian per capita would remain very | ow by conparison at
|l east, if not in obsolute terms, and the situation would not be deserving
the appel l ation, the Asian Century, he said.

"Let us forget this ego nmassagi ng thenme, the Asian Century... Let us
not nmake a bogey of it.."

"I f China becones, by sheer weight of nunbers, the world's greatest

econom c entity, it will still not become the M ddl e Kingdomagain. There
will be no Silk Road...no Genghiz Khan...no Tartar of Mongol hordes..," he
sai d.

Wth the exception of Japan, Asians would continue to buy European
technol ogy and apply it to their business and the world would be richer for
it.

Dr Mahat hir envisaged that all countries would have multiracial
popul ati on |i ke Mal aysia as the people were going to be nore and nore
nmobi | e.

"So far we have seen only African, Arab and Asian nmigration to European
countries...the day will certainly come when Europeans will nigrate and
settle in Asian and African countries."

The cross fertilisation woul d change the character of Asia as it would
change Europe and Anerica, he added. -- BERNAMA
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