11 APR 1996
Mahat hi r - awar d
"THE DRAGON OF BOSNI A" AWARD FOR DR MAHATHI R

By: Mkhtar Hussain

KUALA LUVPUR, April 11 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad who will be visiting three Bal kan states next week will
recei ve Bosni a- Herzegovi na' s hi gest award, the gol den decoration of "The
Dragon of Bosnia".

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to be presented with the award at a cerenpony
at the president's office in Sarajevo. The award is only given to foreign
heads of governnent and special dignitaries for their nmerit in devel opi ng
and strengthening peaceful and friendly rel ati onshi ps between the republic
of Bosni a and Herzegovi na and ot her countri es.

According to a Wsma Putra official today, the award is naned after a
19th century Bosnian fighter, Capt Husein G adasecevic, known as "Dragon of
Bosni a".

Anong the world | eaders who has received the award i s Pakistani Prinme
M ni st er Benazir Bhutto.

Meanwhi | e, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said that
al though the prime mnister's visit to Croatia, Bosni a-Herzegovi na and
Macedonia is to pronote trade and investnent, the visit to Bosnia is
expected to be nore of a nmission to assist the country which has faced
destruction as a result of the war which has stretched to al nost five
years.

"The visit reflects the commtnent by Mal aysia as a country truly
comm tted and concerned over the fate of the Bosnians. W have not only
showed our synpathy but al so proved our conmitnment by our actions in
extendi ng contributions and despat ching our troops there," he told nedia
representatives who will be covering the Prine Mnister's visit.

Dr Mahathir will visit Croatia on April 18-19, Bosni a-Herzegovi na on
April 19-20 and Macedonia April 20-21. He will be acconpani ed by 14
corporate figures |l ed by Hi com Berhad Chairman Datuk Seri Yahaya Ahnad.

In Sarajevo, Dr Mahathir is expected to have a four-eyed nmeeting with
Bosni an President Alija |zetbegovic and Prinme M nister Hassan Miratovi c.
The di scussion is expected to be centred on the role that could be played
by Mal aysia in the reconstructi on of Bosni a.

The Prime Mnister is also scheduled to present Malaysia's donations to
t he Bosni an gover nment .

Dr Mahathir will al so take advantage of the short visit to neet
Mal aysi an troops and police personnel serving in Bosnia.

Two Protons will be on display during the visit follow ng the Bosnian
governnent's keenness to acquire the national car for use by the Nato-I|ed
peace | nplenentation Force (Ifor) and for tourismpurposes.

In Croatia, the Prime Mnister will hold discussions with his
counterpart, Zl atko Matesa, and call on President Franjo Tudj nan.

He will also |aunch the Mal aysi an Products Fair in Zagreb and witness
the signing of joint-venture agreenents and nmenoranda of understandi ng
bet ween Mal aysi an and Croatian firns.

In Macedonia, Dr Mahathir will hold formal talks with President Branko
Crvenkovski and visit the Bazaar and the Mist apha Pasha Mosque in Skopje.
-- Bernama
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