03 APR 1996
Mahat hi r - press
THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PRESS SHOULD COOPERATE | N NATI ON- BUI LDI NG, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, April 3 (Bernama) -- The cooperati on between the
governnent and the press could help the nation achieve the | evel of
devel oprment which could earn it the respect of other nations, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said tonight.

"I's there anything wong if the press and the governnent were to
cooperate in nation-building," he said.

Mal aysi an journalists need not prove to others that there was press
freedomby making criticisns as they like, he said at a di nner organi sed by
t he Mal aysi an Mal ay Journalists Association (PWW) here.

"Only progress will determ ne whether or not others will respect us,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said: "the duty of the governnent and journalists is to
build the nation...let us not forget that our nation is still a devel oping
nation...we have not yet attain devel oped nation status."

"I'n devel oped nations, the press could deternmine the rise and fall of
presidents |like some sort of a journalistic gane but we could not afford
such a game. W are still serious in developing the nation," he said.

He said that although the Wstern nedia often claimthat there was no
press freedomhere, in actual fact they were thenselves not free as they
were controlled by their editors, owners and adverti sers who deternined the
news articles to be published for their own interests.

Dr Mahathir al so expressed confidence that with the cl ose cooperation,
young journalists today woul d be able to witness the progress to be
achieved in the year 2020 and the Ml aysi an race that woul d be respected by
the worl d.

Among t hose present were former Deputy Prinme Mnister Tun Ghafar Baba,
Forei gn M ni ster Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , Educati on M ni ster Datuk Seri
Naji b Tun Razak, Information M nister Datuk Mohamed Rahmat, Youth and
Sports Mnister Tan Sri Miuhyiddin Yassin, Culture, Arts and Tourism
M ni st er Dat uk Sabbaruddi n Chi k, Entrepreneur Devel opment M ni ster Datuk
Must apa Mohaned and Umo Youth head Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Tanby Chi k.

Dr Mahathir al so presented the "Anugerah Wartawan Cenerl ang Negara" to
Tan Sri A Samad |Ismail, Tan Sri Mel an Abdul | ah, Datuk Dr Usman Awang, Dat uk
Mazl an Nordi n, Enci k Harun Hassan and Puan Adi bah Am n.

He al so | aunched the World Federation of MiuslimJournalists (WM)
based here.

The Prime M nister al so accepted a joint nenorandum cont ai ni ng about
700 signatures of local journalists to protest against the Wstern nedia
from PWM presi dent Yazid O hnman.

Earlier, Selangor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mihanmad Haji Muhammad Tai b
who is PWM patron, said that press had an inportant role to play in
devel oping the m nds of the people so that they would be prepared to face
the chal l enges of the future.

He said that journalists should therefore be prepared to initiate
changes to ensure that the people could conpete with others. -- Bernana
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