06 COCT 1996
Pas- Uni fication (News Focus)
THE PATH TO MALAY UNITY FI LLED W TH OBSTACLES

By: Ali Mamat

KOTA BAHARU, Cct 6 (Bernama) -- The path to the unification of the Ml ays
and | sl am under one roof through Umo, particularly in Kelantan, may not be as
snooth sailing as envisaged by the country's | eadership.

Pas' decision to reject the unification was manifested through the nmanmoth
gat hering call ed "Perhi npunan Amanat Tok Guru" at the Sultan Muhamad |1V Stadi um
here on Friday night.

VWhat is nore surprising is that the response to the gathering which could be
construed as one that was held to chall enge the Semangat 46 (S46)-Umo Ml ay
Unity gathering a day earlier, was overwhel m ng.

Whet her the nunber of people who flocked to the stadiumis a true reflection
of the support of the people of Kelantan for the Pas-led state government, what
is certain is that the stadi umwhich can easily acconmobdate 40, 000 peopl e, was
packed whil e thousands nore had to wait outside the stadium

According to observers, if the attendance coul d be used as a yardstick, it
is then apparent that Pas supporters are still obsessed with the "Khalifah" and
his cause even to the extent that they would shut their heart to the appeal by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad (during the Malay Unity gathering)
to Pas | eaders and supporters join Umo.

The Umo president's sincerity in making the call was reflected through his
speech when he said: "It would be blissful if the | eaders and supporters of Pas
could be together with us in this gathering for the sake of a greater
Mal ayy20unity."

Unfortunately, Pas displayed its arrogance when party president Haji Fadzi
Noor cynically invited Umo menbers to join Pas instead.

bservers say it does not nmake any sense for a big grouping |ike Umo to be
di ssolved so that its nmenbers can join a far snmaller group, especially when Umo
has been recognised as the largest Islamc party in the world.

Despite this, observers believe that the support shown at the Pas gathering
is only tenporary and sooner or later the people of Kelantan will accept the
fact that their obsession towards Pas and its | eaders will not guarantee them
ay20better future.

They attributed the support to two factors -- the synpathy towards Kel antan
Menteri Besar who is also the "Mursyid At of Pas Datuk Haji N k Abdul Aziz Nk
Mat and their (Pas supporters) anger over what they describe as a
treacherousy20act by S46 president Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah

Since the 1990 general election, Pas and S46 had cooperated and shared power
in Kel antan through the Angkatan Perpaduan Ummah coalition which al so
i ncl udedy20Berj asa dan Ham m

However, Tengku Razal ei gh chose to dissolve his party and bring his nmenbers
to join Umo for the sake of Malay unity. The Thursday gathering here has been
described as the turning point to the unity.

Pas supporters synpathise with Nik Aziz apparently because the efforts by
the "Tok Guru" to devel op Kel antan snmoothly according to the policy of the party
had nmet with resistance and pressure fromvarious quarters including Umo,
S46y20and t he Kel ant an pal ace.

bservers say that in a conservative Islanmc society, any attenpt which
could be construed as "disturbing" the "Tok Guru" institution would surely be
negatively received al though sonme quarters cast doubt about his ability in
political and adm nistrative matters in this nodern age.

On Tengku Razal eigh, it may take sonme tinme for Pas supporters to realise his
rational e in dissolving S46 and j oi ni ng Umo.



Pas apparently is upset with Tengku Razal ei gh because the forner Finance
M ni ster was the one who was very keen to cooperate with Pas to the extent that

he was willing to accept Islamc principles or "ad-din" as fundanentals in
they20coalition's political struggle.
The illfeelings of a group of S46 supporters agai nst Tengku Razal ei gh was

mai nly influenced by the environment of living in a village because "all of a
sudden they were invited to be good with their Umo nei ghbours after eight
year sy20of aninosity."

Based on this scenario, observers felt that Umo and Tengku Razal eigh in
particul ar have to work harder to win the hearts and m nds of the S46 supporters
who reject the crossover.

Until then, the path for Umo in this state would still be filled with
obstacl es and taking into account the present situation, Kelantan Umo can stil
be considered as the underdog that needs sone tine before it can plan to bring
down Pas through the denocratic process. -- BERNAMVA
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