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Mahat hi r - Umo
THERE SHOULD BE NO FACTI ONS | N UWO DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 30 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
toni ght Umo rejected the applications of former Parti Melayu Senmangat 46
($46) nmenmbers who wanted to set up their own Umo branches because the
party does not want factions withinit.

"Al'l their applications for nenbership can be accepted if they agreed
not to set up new branches for thenselves,” he said on his return tonight
fromJakarta where he attended the Asean informal sunmt.

The Prime Mnister said that if they were allowed to set up new
branches then there would be factions -- former S46 Umo nenbers and Umo
nmenbers who were not fornmer S46 nenbers.

He said if this were to happen, there would certainly be an unhealthy
situation in Umo.

Dr Mahathir said to Umo there was no such thing as ex-S46 nenbers
withinit.

Al'l applications were the same and there were no special conditions for
forner S46 nmenbers to join Umo.

He said every application for menbership in Umo fromforner ex-S46
menbers shoul d foll ow the procedures just for any other normal application
to join the party.

"W (Umo) can accept all ex-S46 nenbers as Umo nenbers as | ong as
they abide by the party rules just |ike others," he said.

In his first press conference yesterday as the new Umo
Secretary-Ceneral Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik said the party's Suprene Counci
had rejected the applications of nore than 120,000 former S46 nenbers to
set up new Unmo branches.

The S46 which was | ed by Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah was di ssol ved on Cct 6

and all its nmenbers applied en bloc to join Umo.
Sabbar uddi n said so far about 10,000 applications fromthem had been
accept ed.

Applications were also rejected fromthose who were underage or those
who were al ready nenbers.

Dr Mahathir also said it was not inpossible that a | arge nunber of the
applicants were al ready Umo nenbers according to the party's computer
records.

This meant they were applying to join Umo for the second tine when in
fact they were already nenbers and so the applications were rejected.

On the possibility that anong the applicants there were people who had
been sacked from Umo or had been subjected to disciplinary action, Dr
Mahat hir said their applications would al so be consi dered.

When asked why Senator |brahimAli and Mel or Assenbl ynan Dat uk Zai na
Abi di n Abdul Kadir were appointed to the suprene council two days | ater
than the others, he sniled and said actually their names were already in
the list "but | was in a hurry to attend the Apec forumin Manila and it
was an oversight."

On the Jakarta informal sunmmt, he said it went off well.

"W discussed rationally and al so nade rational decisions."

Deputy Home M ni ster Datuk Megat Junid Ayob received himat the Sultan
Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport. -- BERNAMA
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