22 JUN 1996
Muhyi ddi n- Leave
THOSE | NVOVLED | N YOUTH PROGRAMVES MUST BE G VEN LEAVE

KAMPUNG GAJAH, June 22 (Bernamm) -- A mgjority of private firms in this
country are reluctant to rel ease their enployees to participate in youth
and sports programmes unl ess the enpl oyees use their annual | eave.

Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin said sonme company
managenent s contended that by allow ng the workers | eave t he conpani es
productivity woul d be reduced and refused to consi der that the progranmes
were for the good of human devel opnent.

The probl em had been dragging for so long and to i nprove the situation,
the ministry planned to call private sector enployers and explain to them
the programmes, he told reporters after opening the state | evel prem er
yout h | eadershi p convention here, today.

Muhyi ddin said the mnistry could only appeal to the enployers to
cooperate because there were no laws that could force themto let their
wor kers go on unrecorded | eave to participate in youth progranmes.

He said the objective of the youth programmes was to sharpen talents in
| eader shi p and managenent of individuals and associations for the good of
the nation in the long term

When asked on the lack of voluntary spirit shown by the people
i ncl udi ng youth organi sations, he said the mnistry would be | aunching the
vol unt eer programre i n August.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad was expected to | aunch
the programme to sel ect 30,000 voluntary workers for several social
programmes, he sai d.

He said the volunteers' nmjor contribution wuld be to help out in the
managenent and snoot h-runni ng of the 1998 Commobnweal t h Ganes.

For this purpose the mnistry would regi ster 50,000 people from al
et hni ¢ groups and vocations to be trained in secruity, protocol and
catering work in several local universities. -- BERNAMVA
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