22 APR 1996
Heal t h
THREE CONSORTI A GET PRI VATI SED HOSPI TAL SERVI CES

KUALA LUMPUR, April 22 (Bernama) -- Three consortia have been sel ected
to manage five supporting services to be privatised in governnent hospitals
by Septenber this year

Heal th M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng said the three consortia, awarded
contracts of 15 years each, are |l ed by Faber Bhd, Asia Lab Sdn Bhd and
Tongkah Berhad and each woul d be all ocated hospitals in certain states.

The consortia would be given five years to achieve the internationa
standard of |SO 9002, Chua told reporters after he delivered a keynote
address on "Privatisation In Healthcare -- Challenges and Qpportunities" at
the Mal aysian Privatisation Summit here today.

The supporting services are clinical waste managenent, cleaning
services, linen and | aundry services, facility engi neering nmai ntenance
servi ces and bi onedi cal engi neeri ng mai nt enance servi ces.

Under the project, which is worth RMA80 million annually, Faber Bhd
woul d be responsi ble for hospitals in Perlis, Kedah, Pulau Pinang, Perak,
Sabah and Sarawak; Asia Lab Sdn Bhd for hospitals in Federal Territory,
Sel angor, Pahang, Terengganu and Kel antan whil e Tongkah Bhd will be
responsi bl e for those in Negeri Senbilan, Ml acca and Johor.

Chua said the ministry will set up a special nonitoring unit of eight
engi neers assisted by a private consultant to supervise the consorti a.

Asked if the governnent would nodel its privatised health services
after Singapore's, he said a study was bei ng undertaken by consultants
Rashi d Hussei n Bhd.

Sone aspects woul d be copied from Si ngapore and sone other countries
apart fromincorporating Mal aysia's own experience, he said.

In his speech, Chua said in inplenenting the privatisation policy, the
m nistry woul d ensure that non-profitable but essential services would
continue to be given attention.

The governnent, he said, would not shirk its responsibility to provide
af fordabl e health care to the poor and will continue to regulate the health
care industry to safeguard the public interest.

For exanple, the governnment subsidised RVM60 million for heart patients
at the National Heart Institute | ast year, he said.

Al so present at the cerenony were Asian Strategy and Leadership
Institute President Mrzan Mahat hir and Economic Pl anni ng Unit
Director-Ceneral Tan Sri Ali Abul Hassan Sul ai man. -- BERNANVA
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