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THREE- PRONGED STRATEGY FOR MALAYSI A' S | NFORMATI ON TECHNOLOGY AGENDA

KUALA LUVPUR, Dec 19 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia's Information Technol ogy
(I'T) Agenda will have a three-pronged strategy with a clear m ssion of
bui l ding a know edge society, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d.

The Prime Mnister said the strategies are to build and devel oped t he
appropri ate physical infrastructure and infostructure, the creation and
devel oprent of enrichment systens or | T-based applications that are demand
driven, and enphasis on human devel oprment effort.

"Vision 2020 calls for the building of a devel oped nation in our own
moul d. The mission of the |IT Agenda nmust therefore be to nurture a
know edge society premni sed on our own history, tradition, culture and
devel oprment experi ences.

"Thi s know edge society nust al so becone a civil society," he said when
openi ng the second National Conference on Information Technol ogy, |Infotech
Mal aysia '96, at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre today.

He said the governnment, through the National Information Technol ogy
Council (NITC), has assuned the role of providing the necessary | eadership
for the devel opnent of IT in Mlaysia.

Dr Mahathir said the establishment of the Multinedia Super Corridor
(MBC) was a direct, clear and strategic outcone of the NI TC deli berations
to build and devel op the appropriate physical infrastructure and
i nfostructure.

"The MSC will begin with the devel opnent of eight nultinedia
applications to propel Ml aysia into the information age,"” he said.

He said the MSC s eight flagship nultinedia applications would al so
provide the opportunity for both participation and learning inline with
the second strategy of the I T Agenda to create and devel oped enri chment
systenms or | T-based applications that are demand driven.

"W are negotiating for the support and assi stance of sone of the best
conmpanies in the world to share their technol ogy and know how with us,"” he
sai d.

He said the Multinedi a Devel opment Corporation (MDC) woul d ensure that
t he conpani es woul d cooperate with locals to create smart partnerships on
t he devel opnent of new applications.

To achieve the third strategy of the IT Agenda, the Prime Mnister said
bot h individual s and groups have to acculturate thensel ves to deal with
intelligent or smart systens while still remaining smarter than the systens
or applications that they help create.

He said the hunan devel opnent effort would invol ve all educational and
trai ning systens, whether formal or informal, fromthe primary to the
tertiary and continui ng educati on systens.

On the creation of a civil society which would be the ultinmate vision
of the IT Agenda, Dr Mahathir said it nmust be a society where the wise rule
and the people actively participate in determning their destiny.

He said the ownership of know edge mi ght be less privatised and
personal i sed but woul d becone trusteeships of civil property.

"This is our notion of a genuinely caring society, one which is
duty-bound to take care of the interests of everyone in the society," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the success of all these newinitiatives was dependent
on peopl e being ready to adapt to and adopt changes.

He sai d knowl edge workers coul d drive the change process especially in



creating demand-driven content and devel opi ng the applications.

"The education and acculturation process nust finally |lead to conplete
transformati on of both society and individuals,"” he said, adding that the
IT Agenda is not nerely a destination but a journey that Ml aysians need to
travel together.

The Prime M nister rem nded Mal aysi ans that the MSC was the country's
bold newinitiative to turn IT ripples into waves of change.

However, it would only take place if the nation as a whole comrts

itself to becomi ng a know edge society, he said. -- BERNAMA
AH CTL
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