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TIES WTH | SRAEL TO BE CONSI DERED ONLY AFTER PEACE PROCESS | S COVPLETED

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 26 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will only consider
establishing diplomatic relations with Israel once the on-goi ng peace
process between Israel and Syria is conpleted, Foreign Mnistry
Secretary-General Tan Sri Ahmad Kam| Jaafar said tonight.

"We're nonitoring very closely the outcone of the Israeli-Syrian peace
tal ks, as we nmust be certain first that the peace process is noving in the
right direction,” he said tonight.

He was conmenting on a Reuters report from New Del hi quoting Israel
Fi nance M m st er Abraham Shohat as sayi ng that he expected fornmal ties
bet ween | srael and | ndonesia and Mal aysia to be established soon.

Ahmad Kanmi| told Bernama: "The question of diplomatic relations does
not arise until the peace process in the Mddle East is conpl eted and
what ever agreenment signed between Israel and Syria is inplenented.”

He stressed that Mal aysia would not hurry itself into establishing ties
with Israel until the problens with the Pal estinians and the M ddl e East
were fully resol ved

He said Mal aysia woul d only consi der establishing diplomtic relations
with I srael based on the agreenent to be signed with Syria and al so the
i npl ement ati on of whatever principles agreed upon by the two sides.

"Then we can think of having ties with Israel," he added.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad had said before that
Mal aysi a was not ready as yet to set up diplomatic relations with |srael.

"Until such a time, there's nothing nuch we can do. W'll wait for
devel opment fromthe peace talks with Syria. As long as this problemis
unresol ved, its difficult for us to have diplomatic relations with Israel,"
Kam | said.

The Mnistry of International Trade and Industry had al ready been
instructed to study possible areas for trade with the Jew sh state.

The minister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz had said that the decision to
consider trading with Israel was pronpted by nmaj or noves towards peace in
the M ddl e East since the signing of the Israeli-PLO accord on Septenber 13
1993. -- Bernama
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