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TOKYO, May 17 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today call ed
on East Asia to set itself on the road to true peace and friendship and
move forward together with confidence.

The Prime Mnister said it was nowtinme to |launch an East Asian act of
regional statesmanship and it should begin with its | eaders neeting over a
host of issues on peace, friendship, common prosperity and collective
econoni ¢ dynam sm

"The best way forward in creating the enduring, warm and cooperative
peace we want is to advance on all fronts. W nust act unilaterally,
whenever possible, to reduce tension, to solve conflicts, to generate
confidence," he said at a high-profile international conference on the
Future of Asia organised by Japan's | eadi ng busi ness newspaper, N hon
Kei zai Shi mbun.

"Let us not forget the old Arabian saying that the whole road is cl ean
if everyone sweeps the front of his house," added Dr Mahathir in his
presentation entitled "Towards A Stable Asia."

He said if East Asia can achieve that, it would bring peace and
stability to half of Asia and then it can focus on naking the entire
continent stable and prosperous.

He said while Asia had already achi eved a renarkabl e | evel of
stability, there was no reason for conpl acency because the stability was
often shaky and in the past 50 years, East Asia had been the nost turbul ent
region in the world with the Korean and Vi et nam wars.

Dr Mahathir listed three central chall enges which he described as
"absolutely critical" that would confront Asia in the decade to cone.

Apart from establishing warm and enduri ng peace in East Asia, the other
two are to ensure a prosperous and econonically dynam c regi on and the
third, to ensure social justice at home, he told an audi ence that included
Phi | i ppi ne President Fidel Ranbs and Singaporean Deputy Prine Mnister Lee
Hsi en Loong.

Dr Mahathir said while countries need to be sufficiently equi pped for
def ence, warm and enduring peace cannot be built on creating alliances or
the bal ance of mlitary power approach which would only have weapons
manuf act urers rubbing their hands in gl ee.

M litary bal ancing was a rui nous process that | ed to bankrupt
econom es, imnpoverished societies and a barren and col d peace, he added.

Dr Mahathir said: "Wy should we settle for a barren and cold peace?
Especially when there is a historic opportunity to put history behind us
and to build a warm and cooperative peace. To live in the conmpany and in
the confort of good nei ghbours."

He paid tribute to Asean for establishing peaceful conduct and good
citizenship in Sout heast Asia and has since enmerged as the core of the
Asean Regi onal Forum and t he Asi a- Europe Meeting which was held for the
first time this year.

Dr Mahathir sai d East Asian countries nust continue with its policy to
hel p each other prosper as global prosperity was threatened by the rise of
new nmercantilismand new protectionism

He said he was greatly encouraged by the process that was already in
place in the region through the constant consultations anbng Asean foreign
and econonmic mnisters as well as with their counterparts from China, Japan
and Sout h Kor ea.



Chi na, Japan, South Korea and the seven Asean nmenber countries will be
attendi ng an i naugural meeting in Kuala Lunmpur to devel op the Mekong basin
in Indochina and the | eaders of the three countries have been invited for
the informal Asean | eaders summit in Jakarta in Decenber.

Dr Mahathir said that when he | ooked back into the history of the East
Asi a Economi ¢ Grouping (EAEG that was | ater changed to East Asia Econonic
Caucus (EAEG, he was rem nded of Shakespeare's line that a rose by any
ot her name would snell as sweet.

The EAEG was nooted by Ml aysia but it was changed to EAEC after
opposition fromthe United States which until today is against the | oose
forum because it did not qualify to be a nmenber geographically.

The Prime Mnister said there had been a deliberate attenpt to mninise
Asi a's acconmplishnments over the | ast generation.

This canme in the formof intense marketing of the "threats in East
Asia" and to throw cold water on the entire East Asian "mracle" as if the
acconpl i shnments were achi eved by nagic rather than the hard work and sweat
of its people.

"Cold water has its uses. It is particularly useful for those of us
whose heads are too big for their bodies," he said.

Dr Mahathir said East Asia should not be cornered into pessimsm
dependence or | oss of confidence.

"W have every reason to be confident. Japan, |ike the rest of us, has
every reason for confidence. Let us nove forward together," he said.

Ranps and Lee al so presented papers at the two-day conference which
began yesterday. O her speakers include Japanese Forei gn M ni ster Yukihiko
| keda and US assistant secretary for East Asian and Pacific affairs,
Wnston Lord. -- BERNAMA
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