23 SEP 1996

TOURI SM MALAYSI A TO HOLD EXHI BI TI ON AT M SI AN UN PERVANENT M SSI ON

WASHI NGTON, Sept 23 (Bernama) -- The Mal aysi an Touri sm Pronoti on Board
(Tourism Mal aysia) in New York is holding a week-1ong exhibition of
Mal aysi an arts and craft at the Ml aysi an permanent mssion to the United
Nat i ons.

The exhi bition, scheduled to be opened by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad on Wednesday, will feature an extensive collection of
handi craft, paintings, jewellery and textiles on | oan from Mizi um Negar a,
t he vice-president of Tourism Mal aysia, Azizah Aziz, said from New York
yest er day.

Azi zah said the highlight of the exhibition, held for the first tinme by
Tourism Mal aysia in New York, would feature a pricel ess collection of
jewel l ery and cl othing ornanents fashioned fromgold and genstones. A
songket weaver flown in from Mal aysia woul d be present to denpnstrate to
the American public the traditional nmethod of weaving the songket fabric.

Azi zah said: "Qur country is rich in arts. Unfortunately, we're stil
not exposed. W can pronpte tourismthrough arts, culture and tradition."

She added that the exhibition was being held in New York because New
York was the centre of arts and "the big name in arts are found in the Big
Appl e. "

Twent y- one cont enporary paintings by 10 Mal aysian artists will be
featured at the exhibition and they include works by Abdul Latiff Nbhidin,
Chuah Thean Teng, Fatimah Chi k and | brahi m Hussein. -- BERNAMA
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