12 MAR 1996
Agong- Sweden
TRADE BETWEEN M SI A AND SVEDEN CAN BE EXPANDED, SAYS TUANKU JA' AFAR

KUALA LUMPUR, March 12 (Bernama) -- The Yang di- Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja' afar said tonight Sweden was Mal aysia' s | argest tradi ng partner anong

the Nordic countries but there was still roomto enhance trade between the
two nations.
"Al though our trade is small, there is excellent scope for expansion,

he said at a State banquet in honour of King Carl Qustaf and Queen Silvia
of Sweden at Parlianent House, here.

The Yang di-Pertuan Agong sai d Swedi sh captains of industry could form
strategic partnership with their Ml aysian counterparts to jointly tap the
abundant econonic potential in Southeast Asia and the Asia Pacific regions.

Tuanku Ja' afar said rel ati ons between Ml aysi a and Sweden had
intensified over the years, especially with the establishnent of the
Mal aysi an enbassy in Stockhol min 1986.

Despite the distance, he said Sweden was no stranger to Malaysia with
Swedi sh goods making their presence felt in many Mal aysi an househol ds.

"W hope that in tinme, Milaysian national products and exports can nake
a simlar inpact on Swedish lifestyle," said Tuanku Ja' af ar.

He said Mal aysia benefited trenendously from Sweden's techni cal
assi stance and training programes ranging fromland adnministration to
t el ecommuni cati on and nmachi ne operati on.

Tuanku Ja' afar al so said the appoi ntnent of fornmer Swedish Prine
M nister Carl Bildt as the European Union nediator and subsequently High
Representative for peace inplenmentation in Bosnia Herzegovina was an
el oquent testinony of international confidence in the Swedish skills of
nmedi at i on.

"As anot her small country desirous of playing a constructive role
regionally and internationally, Malaysia is indeed encouraged by Sweden's
qui et yet effective diplomacy," he added.

The Swedi sh royal couple arrived here today to begin a five-day visit
to Mal aysi a.

In his speech, King Gustaf said co-operation between his country and
Mal aysi a al ready covered many areas, especially trade which constituted an
important part in bilateral relations.

He sai d businessnmen fromthe two countries should work cl osely together
and help in the transfer of technol ogy between the two sides.

As the two countries depended on foreign investnent for continued
growth, it was in the interest of both sides to support the Wrld Trade
Organi sation and |liberal trade policy, he said.

Ki ng Qustaf comrended Mal aysia for playing an active role
internationally through its substantial contribution to the United Nations
and its efforts to hel p nmake the recent Asia-Europe Meeting in Bangkok a
success.

The grand banquet was al so graced by Her Majesty the Raja Pernmisuri
Agong Tuanku Naji hah, Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali. -- BERNAMA
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