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Trans- Vi si on
TRANS PERAK PO NTS WAY TO NEW RURAL VI S| ON

By: Lat Zaharah Mutalib

TELUK | NTAN, June 30 (Bernanmm) -- Gerakan Desa Wawasan, a rural vision
movenent pronoted by the Rural Devel opment Mnistry, will be |l aunched by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on July 4 at Trans Perak, a
Fel cra padi and oil pal mgrow ng schene acclainmed by the Wrld Bank as a
gl obal nodel

He will |aunch the Desa Wawasan | ogo and the "Perdana R a" rice brand
packed by the schene's cooperative.

The Prime Mnister's wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, will
al so launch the "Project 1001", her brainchild to build nore badm nton
courts in rural areas, at the schene.

Once an area of thick jungles and swanps, Trans Perak was started in
1981 with a RM20 mllion Wrld Bank | oan as an integrated agricultura
project involving 1,236 participants who farmed a total of 12,211 hectares
under a share ownershi p system

Each farner was allocated 2.4 hectares but the individual plots were
managed jointly as a plantation with the owners neeting the cost of
devel opnent | oans and reaping the fruit of their labour in the form of
wages or inconme fromcrop harvests.

An area of 4,291.98 hectares was planted with padi and 7,919.79
hectares with oil palm Another 400 hectares were set aside for an
i ndustrial site, which has yet to be devel oped, while 400 hectares were
kept in reserve

Wth hardwork, the farmers turned the land into a thriving growh
centre whi ch now has school s, suraus, a health centre, a branch of Bank
Pertanian, a library and a sports conpl ex.

So successful has been the scheme that it nanaged to fully repay the
Worl d Bank | oan by 1993 -- three years ahead of the 15-year repaynent
schedul e.

Inspired by the success, the Wirld Bank nade it a condition for other
devel opi ng countries seeking simlar agricultural devel opnment [ oans to
visit and study the Ml aysi an approach.

Last year, the Trans Perak schene recorded a profit of RW5.52 million
coordi nat or Abdul Rahi m Thanby tol d Ber nana.

He said Felcra also paid RML3.397 million in zakat (tithes) onits
accumul ated i ncones fromthe schene to the Perak Baitul mal, the state
religious treasury.

A Fel cra survey found the participants' inconme averages between RMr00
and RMBOO a nmonth. Wth side inconmes, nmany earn nore than RML, 000 a nont h.

The settlers also own 71 lorries conpared to just three when the schene
started, 118 cars (previously 5), 47 tractors, 38 vans, 1,731 notorcycles
(190) and 1,419 bicycles (184). Many of the farners have renovated their
hores.

Savi ngs have al so grown, with a total of RM.3 million deposited at the
Bank Pertani an branch, RWMF50, 000 i nvested in the Aranah Saham Bum put era
(ASB) and Amanah Saham Nasi onal (ASN), and RM252, 000 saved in the Pilgrins
Managerment and Fund Board

Crop yields have risen by using nodern farm ng nmet hods such as
tiller-harvesters, a blower for seeding and aerial fertilising with an
aircraft.

The padi output has increased to over seven tonnes per hectare per
season conpared with padi fields in other areas which produce five to six



tonnes per hectare.

Each hectare of oil palmyields 30 tonnes of fresh fruit bunches
agai nst 17.4 tonnes previously.

Apart from bei ng stakehol ders and working for wages on the | and schene,
the farmers al so do various types of work created by the area and val ued at
about RVM2 million a year.

According to Abdul Rahim sone settlers have set up businesses to
transport padi and oil palmfruit with their own lorries and tractors.

The Fel cra Dynam ¢ Wnen Group (Wadira) is involved in catering and
t akes orders from compani es and organi sations in nearby towns. -- BERNAMA
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