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Mahat hi r - Tur key
TURKI SH PRI VATE SECTOR | NVI TED TO USE M SI A TO ENTER ASI AN MARKET

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 17 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad toni ght invited the private sector in Turkey to use Mal aysia as a
stepping stone to enter the big and thriving Sout heast Asian narket.

At the sane tine the Mal aysian private sector coul d explore Turkey's
uni que position as the entry point to Europe and West Asia as well as
establish partnerships to exploit this uniqueness for mutual benefit, he
sai d.

He believed that the Ml aysian private sector would seize the
opportunity to establish ties that would further strengthen the econony and
trade between the two countries.

"Al t hough cooperation between the two countries covers various fields,
| believe we can do nore to achieve the full potential of our relations,"”
he said at a dinner in honour of Turkish Prime Mnister Dr Necnettin
Er bakan at Sri Perdana, here.

Dr Erbakan arrived here yesterday for a three-day visit.

Dr Mahathir said the trade figures between Ml aysi a and Turkey, which
were very small for two nations that were so close, clearly showed the
si tuati on.

He said Mal aysi a- Turkey bilateral relations were al ways good.

"W have nurtured friendly ties anong the Muslins in our countries. The
Muslimworld owes a ot to Turkey for preserving the glory of the Islamc
heritage," he said.

He added that as part of the Miusli mworld, Kuala Lunpur and Ankara
could share in many things for nutual benefit.

Dr Mahathir said one aspiration they shared was the achi evenent of a
hi gh economni ¢ devel opnent .

He said Mal aysia believed that countries should cooperate and share
experience and consol i date experti se.

Mal aysi a was prepared to share its experiences with Turkey, he added.

The prime mnister said cooperation between the two countries al so
covered international issues in the Organisation of Islamc Conference
(A C and the United Nations.

For exanple, he said, Ml aysia and Turkey had cooperated in the O C and
at other international fora to pressure the international conmunity to
ensure that the people of Bosnia-Herzegovina were given their sovereign
rights.

Dr Mahathir also reiterated Mal aysia's stand that |srael should not
i npose new conditions that could obstruct the peace process in Wst Asia.

Mal aysi a, he said, took a serious view of the hardline stand adopted by
the Israeli prime mnister in the peace process.

"Del ays in holding negotiations with the Pal estinians, rejection of the
I and principle for peace and attenpts to establish newrealities through
t he opening of areas for Jewi sh residents will increase the tension and
renew confrontation," he said.

Dr Erbakan, in his speech, said Turkey hoped to expand its relations
with Mal aysia and extend it to new areas of cooperation.

"Wt are determined to take every step in this direction," he said.

He said Turkey's basic aimwas to bring relations between the two
Muslimcountries to a | evel which would set a good exanple to other Islamic
nati ons.

Dr Erbakan al so praised Malaysia for its achi evenents on the



international political and econom c scene.

"The cl ose and neani ngful cooperati on denonstrated by Turkey and
Mal aysia to alleviate the plight of the Bosni an people set an exanple to
all peace-loving countries,"” he said.

Dr Erbakan also said that as a result of the neasures taken to
|'i beralise the Turkish econony, its national income had i ncreased
significantly with the private sector beconing the engine of its economc
growt h

The visiting premer said that while contributing to reducing tensions
inits often turbulent region, Turkey at the same tine encouraged the
propagati on of denocracy and the rule of lawin the area. -- BERNAMA
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