23 DEC 1996
Uni versiti es- Medi ca
UM AND USM MAY CONSI DER ACCEPTI NG AFFECTED MEDI CAL STUDENTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 23 (Bernamm) -- Universiti Ml aya and Universiti
Sai ns Mal aysi a may consi der accepting the Ml aysi an students who face the
possibility of not being able to continue their studies in India due to a
court action.

The two universities said today they were prepared to consider the
matter if there was a directive fromthe Education Mnistry.

The 85 second to final year students were infornmed |ast nonth that
their results were being withheld pending a decision on a court action
against their college for exceeding its intake of foreign students.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, speaking in Bangal ore yesterday, said
the affected students of the MS. Rammi ah Medical College in that south
Indian city mght be sent to other coll eges or brought back to Malaysia if
government efforts failed to resolve the probl em

Universiti Ml aya's deputy registrar for adm ssions, Puan Khalidah
Mushar, said the university would study the issue first before taking any
deci si on on accepting the students.

"Ri ght now, UM has not received anything in black and white fromthe
Education Mnistry concerning the matter," she sai d when contacted by
Ber nana.

Khal i dah said various aspects had to be considered including the
differing curriculum and nunber of years of studies required by the |Indian
col l ege and UM

Uni versiti Sains Ml aysia's dean for the school of nedical studies, Dr
Maf auzy Mohaned, said the university was willing to accept the students if
they met its entry requirenents.

"W will only accept those who are eligible. Besides, there are linmted
pl aces in the school of nedical studies," he said when contacted.

He said the affected students would have to conpete with those who have
conmpleted their matriculation studies or Sijil Tinggi Persekol ahan Ml aysi a
(STPM when seeki ng places in USM

Dr Mafuzy said USM woul d have to | ook into the the acadenic
achi evenents of the students in India so far when consi dering any
application fromthem

He did not rule out the possibility of the students having to start
fromthe first year of studies at USM -- BERNANVA
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