13 MAY 1996
Umo- | raq
UWNO AND | RAQ RULI NG PARTY TO SI GN PACT

KUALA LUMPUR, May 13 (Bernama) -- Iraq's ruling Arab Baath Soci ali st
Party and Umo will sign a protocol of cooperation to strengthen rel ati ons.

Ham d Rashid Al-Rawi, a senior nenber of the Iragi party, said the pact
woul d enable the two parties to share their experiences for nmutual benefit.

Speaking to reporters after calling on Umo secretary-general and
I nformati on M ni ster Datuk Mhanmed Rahmat at the Umo headquarters today,
Ham d said Arab Baath and Umo woul d al so exchange visits by party
del egati ons.

Ham d, who was acconpani ed by the Iraqi Anbassador Mohanmed Ri fat at
the neeting, arrived four days ago to attend Umo's 50th anniversary
cel ebration | ast Saturday.

He described his talks with Mhaned as very fruitful and excellent and
wi Il enhance the "very good" rel ati ons between Iraq and Ml aysi a.

Ham d said Iragi President Saddam Hussein and Deputy Prine M nister
Tari g Azi z have conveyed their congratul ations to Umo president and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Umo in conjunction with the
party's gol den jubilee

Later, Mhanmed received a courtesy call by the vice-president of the
Denocratic Action Party of Bosni a-Herzegovi na, Hussein Zivalj, and anot her
seni or nenber of the party, Gen Sakib Mahnuljin

Hussein told reporters his party, headed by President Aija
| zet begovic, hopes to | earn nore about Umo and inplement sone of its
strategies to face the country's Septenber polls. -- BERNAMVA
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