06 SEP 1996
Mahat hi r - M ndanao
UWNO BACKS MANI LA- MNLF PEACE PACT

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 6 (Bernamm) -- Ummo supports the peace pact signed
bet ween t he Phili ppi nes Governnment and Moro National Liberation Front
(M\LF) on Monday, party president Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad said
t oni ght.

He said Umo fully backed the agreenent and hoped that it woul d pave
the way for |asting peace in M ndanao.

Wth the signing, devel opnent can be carried out in resource-rich
M ndanao i n southern Philippines, he told a news conference after chairing
the suprene council neeting at the party headquarters, here.

The pact ended a war that started in 1972 in which sone 125, 000 peopl e
have di ed.

He al so said that Umo was sad on the United States' attack on lIraq as
"we feel it is inappropriate.”

Al 't hough the US struck without informing its allies but sonetinmes its
unil ateral actions had positive effects.

For instance, the US attack on Bosnian Serbs conpelled the Serbs to
give into the United Nations Protection Force (Unprofor) and paved the way
for the signing of the Dayton peace accord, he said.

Dr Mahathir said Umo supported the US' actions in Bosnia but opposed
its attacks on Iraq as the party felt that such bomnbi ngs shoul d not have
been | aunched.

"Neverthel ess, we al so di sagree on any actions taken agai nst the Kurds
by any groups," he said.

He said Umo felt that outsiders should not interfere in the Kurds
issue in northern lrag. -- BERNAMA
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