06 JUL 1996
Mahat hi r - Umo
UWNO BANS ALL FORVS OF CAMPAI GNI NG | N PARTY ELECTI ONS

KUALA LUVPUR, July 6 (Bernama) -- The Umo supreme council today
decided to ban all forms of canpai gning, including those schedul ed by the
Umo headquarters, in the party elections in Cctober, in a drastic nove to
curb excessive politicking.

The supreme council al so decided that all Ummo divisions at their
del egat es neetings cannot nom nate certain candi dates but shoul d i nstead
endorse en bl oc the nom nations of those who have regi stered to contest.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is al so Umo
presi dent, announced the drastic nove after chairing the suprene counci
nmeeti ng which was held before the start of the divisional del egates
nmeeti ngs next Friday.

He said the decision was nade to ensure fairness to all the candi dates
and at sane tinme curb noney politics, slandering, threats and excessive
politicking which could destroy the party.

Wth the decision, all candidates for the posts of vice-president,
supreme council nmenber and Umo Youth and Wanita conmittee nenber nust be
endor sed by the divisions without any changes, he said. The headquarters
woul d provide all the divisions with the |ist of candi dates on Mnday.

Umo secretary-general Datuk Mohaned Rahmat is schedul ed to announce
the Iist of candidates tonorrow. Five of the 208 peopl e who had registered
to contest had withdrwan -- two for seats on the suprene council and three
for seats on Umo Youth comittee.

Dr Mahat hir explained that the supreme council decision did not
contravene the party constitution because it still required at |east two
di vi sions to endorse the nomination |ist.

"The party constitution does not nention the nunber of candi dates that
need to be nom nated for any post," he said.

He said the decision would be able curb excessive canpai gni ng for
nomi nati ons fromthe divisions as well as conpetition anong the divisions
for nmore nom nations for certain candidates.

"Hence, the suprenme council will ask all the divisions to support al
the seven contenders for the vice-presidency who have been recogni sed as
val i d candi dates and they (the divisions) need not choose three fromthe
anong the seven candi dates,” Dr Mahat hir said.

"Simlarly, the divisions nust endorse the candi dates for supremne
council seats and posts of Youth and Wanita heads and conmittee nenbers,”
he added.

"This neans that there is no need for anyone to noni nate anybody. Al
the divisions are asked to endorse all those nominated as their candi dates
sothat it isinline with the party constitution," he said.

"Thi s nmove gives equal opportunities to all those offering thensel ves
for the contest," he said.

The suprene council also decided that the posts of president and deputy
president be included in the list of candidates although the two posts
woul d not be contested, he added.

Asked whet her the ban on canpai gni ng woul d reduce the chances of those
not in the government in airing their vision, Dr Mahathir said: "They nust
find other ways to one day be in the governnment".

Al t hough a person did not canpaign, he could show his ability at
branch, division, state and federal |evels, he said.

"Those with talent will have no difficulty beconing | eaders," he added



On whet her the ban could lead to secret meetings, Dr Mahathir gave a
war ni ng that action would be taken if there was proof of such acts. --
BERNAMA
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