08 COCT 1996
Mahat hi r - Conpl ai nt s
UWNO CHECKS COVPLAI NTS W TH THREE DI FFERENT SOURCES, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 8 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
said an Umo special comittee chaired by himchecks with three different
sources in determning the authenticity of conpl ai nts agai nst candi dat es
contesting the party el ection on Thursday.

The nethod is adopted fromthe tactics enployed to detect the
activities of terrorists during the Emergency period which had proven to be
effective, the Prinme Mnister said.

"If all the three different sources give the sane answer to a conpl ai nt
made, we consider the conplaint to be true,"” he told reporters at a Umo
presidential function in conjunction with the party general assenbly which
begi ns on Thur sday.

Dr Mahathir, who is the Umo president, however, declined to reveal the
sour ces.

Asked if the future of candidates disqualified fromcontesting the
el ection for alleged breach of the no-canpaign rule and i ndul gence i n nbney
politics were affected, he said they were not prohibited fromtaking part
in future party el ections.

It is just hoped that they would change their attitude and not put
their own interests above that of the party and the race, he added.

Dr Mahathir said even after the general assenbly, action would be taken
gai nst errant candi dadtes if there was sufficient evidence. Their posts
will be vacated if they had won.

The party president said whatever decision that was taken, not al
woul d agree with it.

"Therefore, | urge the delegates to reject the errant candi dates
because they (del egates) know who had of fered noney whereas we don't," he
sai d.

Asked if the committee had received fresh conplaints, Dr Mahathir said
it had received new information but had yet to deternmine its authenticity.
As it was very near the election day, the comm tee has given himand
his deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim the mandate to nmake deci si ons wi thout

the need to hold committee nmeetings. -- BERNAVA
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