29 SEP 1996
Mahat hi r - Umo
UVWNO ELECTI ON CANDI DATES REM NDED AGAI N OF BAN ON CAMPAI GNI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 29 (Bernama) -- Wth only 11 nore days to the Cct 10
el ection, Umo President Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmed today remnm nded the
candi dates that all their actions are being watched by the party's speci al
committee.

The conmittee wanted to ensure that no one breached the ban on
campai gni ng and those who did woul d suffer the consequences, he told
reporters at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah airport in Subang on his return
froma 17-day visit to Zi nbabwe, Portugal and the United States.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to comment whether there were cases of
Umo el ection candi dates naki ng use of official functions to canpaign.

However, he said it was difficult to drawa line as to whether a
function attended by a candi date was official or not.

"Sometimes it is difficult to drawa line but it is up to the nmenbers
to determ ne whether the official function was purposely or could not be
avoi ded, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said he was sure that party nenbers and the del egates
attendi ng the general assenbly "will nore or |ess understand their
notives."

Asked whether it was alright for the candidates to attend offici al
functions purposely held, Dr Mahathir said: "It is not alright. If | say it
is alright, they m ght organise official functions. But certain functions
are unavoi dabl e. "

The Prime M nister recalled how he was criticised by veteran politician
Dr Tan Chee Khoon for announcing Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahim s entry into Umo at an official function in a governnent office.

"So, it is difficult to talk about politics. You have to | eave the room
each tine. Sonetines it is al nost inpossible,” he said.

Asked on action against Umo | eaders present at functions also attended
by ot her candi dates, giving the inpression that they were endorsing
candi dates concerned, Dr Mahathir said: "W are al so watching them™

Asked to el aborate, Dr Mahathir said: "You will find out in tine."

"We are not formng a conrmittee in order to have a picnic. W nust do
our work. Those who breach the ban on canpai gning mght feel the effect,”
he added.

Asked what seemto be the problemfor Umo being unable to take action
agai nst candi dates reported to be breaching the el ection ethics, he said,
"The problemis that we have no solid evidence."
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