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UWNO ELECTI ON REQ STRATI ON TO W PE QUT UNHELATHY PRACTI CE

By: Abdul Rahman Ahnad

KUALA LUMPUR, April 13 (Bernama) -- Umo's latest nove in nmaking it
compul sory for those wishing to contest the party Suprene Council and ot her
party posts this October to register with the party headquarters has been
decri bed by political observers here as a right nove to stanp out unheal t hy
practices in canpaigning for the party el ections.

Money politics, grouping of supporters and insincere candi dates, using
t he menbership for self-interest, are sone of the bad party practices which
the party would nowtry to elimnate, once and for all.

Umo sources said the registration was a way of preventing the
appearance of "last mnute" surprise candi dates, and to avoid their clanour
for positions at the eleventh hour, especially in the contest for the
hi gher posts, as occurred in the 1993 el ecti ons.

Under the registration system announced by Umo President and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad after the party Suprene Counci
nmeeting | ast Saturday (April 6), aspirants for all party posts woul d have
to register within a nonth fromlast Monday (April 8). They would then only
be all owed to conmence canpaigning on July 1 till the election day.

According to the guidelines for this procedure, Umo headquarters with
the cooperation of the respective state |liaison conmittees would nmake the
arrangenents to i ntroduce potential candi dates at neetings, intended for
canpai gni ng.

The state Umo woul d now be prevented from hol di ng speci al neetings for
speci fic candi dates, since they are required to be fair to all the
candi dat es.

A political observer who requested anonynity said one "bad" practice by
the party was all owi ng the groupi ngs anong candi dates t hensel ves.

"In past elections, several candidates had surfaced in the mdst of the
campai gn frenzy, claimng they had the sponsorship of specific | eaders. As
clearly seen in the 1993 el ections, only candi dates who allied thensel ves
with such | eaders were invited to specific functions held by the | eaders
concerned, " he said.

The sane observer felt that the registration of candi dates would al so
forestall any possible surprises of candi dates suddenly cl amouring for the
top positions of the party, |like the president and the deputy president
posts.

"Al though the | ast party assenbly adopted a resolution, ruling out
contests for the party president and the deputy president posts, anything
can happen in politics," he said, adding that such a resol ution was not
provi ded for under the party constitution.

Questioned on this possibility, Umo Secretary General Datuk Mhaned
Rahmat replied: "W will have to wait and see - who will contest, and for
what posts."

The sources agreed that the candi date registration approach woul d
definitely reduce the noney politics practice, which Umo had now vowed to
stanp out because it considered it unhealthy. The candi dates woul d no
| onger be in the position to hold canpai gns during which they would offer
nmoney as gratification.

"The practice of noney politics does not only make it easy for the
candi dates fishing for votes, but it also works the other way for the
supporters, taking the bait, to hope for the eventual bigger rewards in
return,” he said



The phenonena, he expl ai ned, could not be overcone entirely, since
money can be offered anywhere, and in the veil of conplete secrecy, at
holiday resorts, the house, the hotels and even overseas, he said.

Advi si ng the candi dates to be cauti ous when approachi ng anyone they
plan to win over, the source said: "Do not easily be taken by those who are
prepared to acccept noney...this could be a trap.™

Candi dat es, he said, nmust be cautious and take a serious | ook at this
"nost intense" contest for they could end up as sore losers with their
nomi nati ons cancelled, if caught in the act.

Anot her observer said the frenzi ed canpai gni ng coul d be mani pul at ed by
candi dates, out purely for personal gains, if there was no requirenent for
regi stration. Elaborating on this, he said there could a situation where a
candi date, having tested the ground, woul d back out fromthe race after
relishing hinself to the vast suns of nobney offered by contenders.

"There will also be other aspirants to nake the early start in
canpai gning, by visiting various places to garner support. Such people wll
be sweet-tal king the various party divisions, and will |ater announce his
willingness to contest, claimng he has the nomination," he said.

"Now, there is a change in the situation. A potential candi date need
not have to garner support, as all he has to do is to register his
intention for the contest," he said

The party divisons woul d just have to nake the endorsenment for his
candi dancy.

As aptly described by former Umo Secretary-Ceneral Tan Sri Mist apha
Jabar, a nenber only had to register his name and with the registration no
state liaison body could oppose his candi dancy.

The rest would be up to the party in general to decide at the assenbly,
he said. -- Bernanma
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