12 OCT 1996
Unmo- Concl uded
UWNO GENERAL ASSEMBLY ENDS

KUALA LUVPUR, COct 12 (Bernama) -- The three-day Umo CGeneral Assenbly
1996 ended this afternoon after seeing several interesting and surprising
monents, one of which will surely be enbedded in the mnds of the Ml ays.

The assenbly was preceded on Wednesday by the annual conferences of the
Umo Youth and Wanita Umo.

It ended sharp at 6pm after the singing of the Umo song and the
nati onal anthem

Earlier, Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad wound up the
debat e.

As usual at the nmonment of parting, the del egates shook hands with each
other and with the | eaders.

The hi ghlight of the assenbly was, of course, the party el ections
i ncluding for the Youth and Wanita w ngs.

But the nobst unforgettable nonment was when Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad coul d not hold back his tears while presenting the
presi dential address.

This occurred while he was entreating Umo nenbers to | ove their race,
religion and country at a time when the party is being threatened by noney
politics, corruption and abuse of position.

Many of those present in the Dewan Merdeka of Putra World Trade Centre,
where the general assenbly was held, were noved to tears. So did others who
wat ched the presidential address on closed-circuit television.

The general assenbly this time saw the el ection of Education M nister
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdull ah Ahrmad Badawi
and Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhammad Muhd Tai b as vice-presidents.

The posts of president and deputy president were not contested.

The Umo Youth and Wanita Umo el ecti ons saw changes in the top
| eader shi p.

Bank Si nmpanan Nasi onal chai rman Dat uk Ahmad Zahi d Hami di succeeded
former Mel aka Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Tanby Chi k as Youth
| eader.

Deputy Health Mnister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man was el ect ed
Wanita head, ending International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri
Raf i dah Aziz's 12-year hold on the Wanita w ng.

Atotal of 1,871 delegates including 1,767 from 164 Umo divi sions
attended this year's general assenbly.

The largest political gathering of the year in Ml aysia was al so
attended by Canbodi an Co-Prinme M nisters Prince Norodom Ranari ddh and Hun
Sen, representatives of the Laos Revol utionary Party, Singapore Ml ay
Nati onal Party and 23 Umo C ubs.

The del egates debated a notion of thanks to Dr Mahathir for his
presidential address and two resol utions on education and religion.

Many del egat es expressed concern over the influence of noney politics
and urged i nmedi ate actions to curb it. They were al so worried over the
poor performance of Malay students in the sciences and mat hematics as wel |
as the social problens affecting Mal ay society at present.

Umo has alnmost 2.7 million nenbers. -- BERNAMA
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