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Mahat hir-Cul ture
UWNO HAS CHANGED CULTURE OF MALAYS, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 10 (Bernamm) -- Umo has changed the culture of the
Mal ays and created a new culture for themthat enables the race, which in
the past were only able to plant padi and tap rubber, to now being able to
produce sophisticated goods in nodern factories, said Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

From bei ng farmers, the Ml ays have now energed as an industri al
community with different val ues nore consistent with national devel opnent
and conpetitiveness with other races, the Prime Mnister and Umo president
said in his presidential speech to the party's General Assenbly at Dewan
Merdeka in the Putra World Trade Centre today.

He said the progress achi eved by Mal aysia was not due to the
government's policy al one but mainly because of the changing culture of the
Mal ays and ot her Bum puteras brought about by Umo.

"Before the exi stence of Umo, the Mal ays were easily humliated and
colonised. It was Umo which influenced the thinking of the Mal ays and gave
themthe courage to fight their colonial masters," he said in his over
one- hour | ong speech which focussed entirely on issues and trends w thin
Umo and the future of the Mal ays am d spreadi ng noney politics in the
party.

"The current position of the Mal ays and ot her Buni puteras has changed.
No one questions our ability to adm nister and devel op our country. W are
able to prove that our administration is not only far better than the
adm ni stration of our past col onisers, but much better than nost countries,
i ncl udi ng sone of the devel oped nations,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Mal ays, who seemingly did not understand
econom cs, business and industries are now not only able to devel op the
country's econony rapidly but have nmade it a nodel in econom ¢ nanagenent.

Today, Bumi puteras who were said to be ignorant of business, who were
mere "Ali" in the "Ali-Baba" partnership, own and run successful
sophi sticated business firms, with capital worth billions and reaping
profits conparable to those of international firms.

They can afford to buy not only non-Bum putera conpani es but are al so
able to own foreign enterprises abroad.

He cited the banking, telecomunications, aviation and notor industries
i n which Mal ays and Bum puteras are conparabl e or have even superseded
ot her races in Ml aysi a.

"And many nore successes have been achi eved by Ml ays and Bumi put er as
because of the cultural refornms initiated by the Umo-Ied government and
Umo, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said Umo is not only a political party that provides
opportunities to individuals to hold high position in the country.

"Umo too is not only neant to rule and develop this country. Umo is
nore than that. Umo is a reformnovenent for the Malays and the
Bum puteras which is nore capable and effective conpared to other reform
novenent s.

"Whet her we are able to restore our dignity, be a race that is highly
respected and | ooked up to by other races in the world, or whether we
becone one of the advanced races, will depend on this cultural reformation
that has and will be undertaken by Umo," he said.

He warned that if Umo failed to bring about these reforns, then the
Mal ays particularly, together with other Bum puteras, will be hunmiliated



and have to submt to others again.

"l am convinced that no Umo nmenber woul d want the Malays to revert to
their position under colonial rule. In fact, we do not want to see
oursel ves reverting to our position before the May 1969 incident, during
whi ch i ndependence was rather enpty for we were a race that was stil
backward, not know edgeabl e and unsuccessful in many fields, except in
politics," he said.

Neverthel ess, said Dr Mahathir, the performance of the nation and that
of the Mal ays and Bum puteras has not reached its peak or levels that could
guarantee its sustainability w thout supervision and gui dance by Umo and
t he Umo-1ed government.

"We have not fully devel oped. W are undergoing the process of
devel opnent. We are still fragile. If shaken, we will crack, break and fal
into pieces."

The probl em of noral decay and ot her probl ens such as dadah abuse,
bohsi a, child abuse and child abandonment, he said, to sonme extent
originated fromthe affluence resulting fromindustrialisation and
rural -urban mgration.

"Rural culture differs fromthe culture of the urban areas. In the
rural areas, we are close to our famly and friends. W are not free to act
as we pl eased. W know what shane is."

But in towns, he said, people live in a society where they do not know
one anot her, where coll eagues and friends are of the sane age, and
interests and desires are the sane.

Dr Mahathir expressed concern that many youths evidently are not able
to deal with this freedom

He said the religion that is taught enphasises nore on the formthat is
supposedly Islamc than on the substance of |slam c teachings.

"The trivial is given enphasis but not the substance. Therefore, even
t hough on the surface adherence to religion appears to be stronger now, in
reality the understanding and belief in religionis weak.

"The fact is that many of those involved in dadah and undesirabl e
activities are Malay children. There must be sonething that is not right
with the noral education that is said to be based on religion. Religion
cannot be wong,"” he said.

He said the governnent has attenpted to noul d character capabl e of
overconi ng problenms associated with living in affluence in the urban areas
t hrough t he "Rakan Muda" progranmmes, including the teachings and practices
of religions.

Dr Mahathir said the process of reformation of the Ml ays and ot her
Bum puteras is not over.

"Alot nore needs to be done. W have identified and pl anned a nunber
of things.

"But all these will not naterialise if we |ack honest and sincere
| eadership, not only for today but also for our future."

He said the culture which the Mal ays have created now wi Il not be able
to ensure the quality of their |eaders. Their culture today is not as yet
capabl e of creating a new Malay civilisation.

He said their nental and physical devel opment, achievenents in the
field of knowl edge and the arts, economic, social and political devel opnent
as well as their architecture and engi neering would reflect the new
Mal ay- Bumi put era civilisation.

"This is the reformati on which should be initiated by Umo, to foll ow
that whi ch has nade Umo successful until now Cearly, many nore need to
be studi ed, refined, checked and incul cated before the new cul ture of the
Mal ays and Bum puteras, before the emergence of a recogni sed and respected
Mal ay and Bumi putera Islamic civilisation of the 21st century will



materialise," he said.
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