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UWNO HEADI NG BACK TO I TS ORI G NAL STRUGGLE

By: Ali Mamat

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 10 (Bernama) -- The wi nds of change whi ch swept
t hrough the Umo Youth and Wanita Movenents yesterday changed course today
and bl ew across the party's supreme policy making body.

The results of the election to the Umo Suprenme Council saw sone narked
changes whi ch observers said reflected the nenbers' determnation to return
the party to its original tracks as exhorted by party President Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad.

The party had earlier resolved that there would be no contests for the
posts of Umo President and Deputy President.

One cl ear change was the el ection of Foreign M nister Datuk Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi as one of the three Vice-Presidents of the party with the
second hi ghest nunber of votes. He polled 1,053 votes and thus returned to
the position he held for three terns until 1993 when he did not nake it.

In yesterday's Umo Youth and Wanita Umo el ections, incunbents Tan Sri
Abdul Rahi m Chi k and Dat uk Seri Rafidah Aziz were ousted as Umo Youth
Chi ef and Wanita Umo head respectively.

Rahi m was beaten by the novenent's information chief Datuk Zahid Hami di
and Rafidah by the Wanita novenent's executive comm ttee nenber Datuk Dr
Siti Zaharah Sul ai man

Two i ncunbent vi ce-presidents who were returned are Education M nister
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak who received the highest nunber of 1,483 votes
and Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhammad Haji Muhammad Tai b who obt ai ned
1,045 votes. The incunbent vice president who was defeated is Youth and
Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin who was elected a VP in 1993 when
he was Johor Menteri Bear

hservers followi ng devel opnments at the Umo General Assenbly are
convinced that the election of Abdullah as vice-president is |inked to the
poi nts stressed by Dr Mahathir when opening the assenbly this norning.

Dr Mahathir had stressed the vital inportance of electing party
officials at all levels based on perfornmance and nerit of the candi date
concerned as was the practice in the early years of the formati on of Ummo.

Abdul  ah is seen by observers as one of the pioneer torch bearers of
the party's struggl e and who had continued to give his service even when
sidelined by the party.

"Pak Lah's (Abdullah) victory without a hectic canpaign manifested the
rising feeling of contenpt the del egates now had for all fornms of
corruption and abuse of power," said a Negeri Senbilan del egate who said he
voted for the Foreign Mnister.

The el ection of Abdullah is also seen as the drifting away of the
"Wawasan Teant which was forned before the | ast Umo CGeneral Assenbly as
the candi dates contesting this tine around were on their own.

Abdul | ah and anot her i ncunber vice-president who was defeated in 1993,
present Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid, were said to have not
bel onged to any team and depended nore on their own perfornance and
strength.

observers feel that the decision of the delegates to retain Najib
showed t hat they were inpressed by the Education Mnister's performance and
were confident that he would live up to the trust placed in himand ensure
the success of the country's education systemto realise Vision 2020.

Muhammad was retained as a Vice President for besides making a nane for
hi nsel f as the nost active Menteri Besar in bringging devel opnent to his



state of Selangor which could be described as the npost devel oped state in

Mal aysia, he is also seen as an appropriate candidate to represent the

"Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters ub” in charting Umo's course.
bservers al so feel that the del egates had now apportioned the posts

nmore equitably unlike in 1993 when they elected two Menteris Besar as

vi ce-presidents -- Mihyiddi n and Muhamad.

Perhaps in a nove not to repeat that, the delegates this tinme did not
vote in Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramii Ngah Talib who after all is not a
pushover.

bservers also feel that Rami was not el ected as a vice-president to
gi ve nore opportunity and tinme to himto concentrate on devel opi ng Per ak
which is rich in natural resources but | agged behind Sel angor and Johor.

(bservers also feel that the del egates turned down anot her candi date
for the vice president's post Defence Mnister Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar
because of the difficulty in choosing between two candi dates fromthe sane
state of Johor. The other Johor candi date i s Mihyi ddin.

"Apart fromthe votes of the Johor del egates being split, del egates
fromother states also faced difficulties in making a choice and in the end
Syed Hami d was not able to reach what he was pursuing and what Mihyi ddin
was carrying in the folds of his sarung al so dropped al ong the way."

bservers al so attributed Muhyiddin's inability to retain his post to
the loss of influence after being transferred to Kual a Lunmpur as M ni ster
of Youth and Sports from Johor where he was the state's Chief Executive.

The presence this tine around of another candi date for vice president,
Yob Tajuddin Kulub Ismail was not a factor in the outcone of the election,
observers said.

The del egates' acceptance of Dr Mahathir's tearful advice was reflected
inthe election to the 25-nmenber Suprenme Council. O the 55 candi dates who
contested, the del egates had been clearly very selective with a viewto
ensuring a bal ance between old and new faces and that they net the
aspirations of the entire Umo nenbership and the top | eadership.

Hence they retained the 17 old faces and put in ei ght new ones.

The ei ght are Datuk Sall eh Tun Said Keruak, Datuk Mohd Shafie Apdal,

Dat uk Hassan Ariffin, Datuk Dr Affifuddin Orar, Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi m
Dat uk Sul ei man Mohaned, Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustam and Shahrizat Abdu
Jalil.

A d faces shown the exit were Mnister of Culture, Arts and Tourism
Dat uk Sabbaruddin Chik and former Perlis Menteri Besar Tan Sri Dr Abdul
Ham d Pawant eh. Syed Hami d and Rami who contested for the post of
Vi ce-President did not defend their seats in the Suprene Council just |ike
Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri |sa Samad who lost in his second bid
to become Umo Youth Chief.

Five mnisters including Syed Hami d and Sabbaruddin are not in the
party's top policy nmaki ng body.

The other three are Mnister of International Trade and | ndustry Dat uk
Seri Rafidah Aziz who failed to retain her post as Wanita Umo Chi ef,

Muhyi ddi n and Rural Devel opmrent M ni ster Datuk Annuar Miusa who contested

the Umo Chief Post and did not defend his post in the Suprene Council
bservers and del egates nmet after the results were announced felt the

outcone al so reflected Umo's wish to strengthen its presence in Sabah.

Sal | eh, Mohd Shafie and M nister of Land and Cooperative Devel opnent
Dat uk Gsu Sukam were elected to the council. Gsu is from Sabah.

Foll owing the results of the Ummo el ection, observers said Dr Mahathir
will probably review the position of several ministers who are no |onger in
the Supreme Council and bring in new faces. -- BERNAVA
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