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Sixth in the Bernama series to mark the 50th anniversary of Umo
UWNO | N THE EYES OF A LEADER

By: ALl MANMAT

KUALA LUMPUR: Much has been said about the struggle, achievenents and
future of UVWNO as the party prepares to celebrate its 50th anniversary on
May 11.

But how do the younger |eaders view the party, they being the | eaders
to steer the country in the new mllenniunf? What are their aspirations and
hopes for the party and nation?

One such young | eader is Senator Datuk Haji |brahim though he may not
be a big nane in the party hierarchy. He is nerely an UMNO Suprene Counci
nmenber, a senator, Kelantan UMNO I nformati on Chief and Pasir Mas UWVNO
Di vi si on | eader.

| brahi mcan be considered as a party idealist, whose views and ideas
are, nore often than not, very relevant to the UMNO struggl e.

Fol | owi ngs are excerpts of Ibrahims answers to Bernanma's questions
pertaining to the various aspects of UWO s past, present and future
struggl e:

Q Fromthe younger generation's point of view, what are the obvious
contributions of UMNO towards the country's political, econonic and soci al
stability?

A UMNO as a vehicle for the people's political, econom c and soci al
struggle, particularly for the Ml ays, had succeeded in creating awareness
anong t he younger Mal ays on the inportance of political power to continue
to be firmy in their hands. UMNO s struggle had al so succeeded in raising
the i mage of the Mal ays through the creation of many intellectuals and
corporate figures fromanong t he race.

The hi gh political consciousness anong the Malays and their ability to
enj oy better education and the econom c prosperity of the country are the
obvi ous mani festation of UWNO s contribution to the nation's political
econom ¢ and social stability.

Q Do you think UWO had done enough to pronote unity anong the people,
or, are there still avenues which could further enhance the integration
process of the various races in the country?

AL UMO is fully aware that racial unity is the key to the national
stability. Wiile it may be a Mal ay or Bumi putera-based party, UMNO has
sufficient roons for cooperation with other political parties which
represent other races in the Barisan Nasional .

The BN institution itself is a manifestation of a harnoni ous raci al
unity in the country for, through the coalition, all political parties
could work together to create a just and equitable governnent, w thout
neglecting the interests of any single race.

The people of different races and origin acknow edged the reality that
national unity is the core to the people's socio-econon c progress and the
devel opnent of the nation

| amoptimstic that a certain ideal |evel of national unity can be
achieved in tandemw th the achi evenrent of the Vision 2020 as vi sual i sed by
the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.

However, efforts to strengthen unity nust continue to be undertaken
because under the present condition, there are bound to be certain quarters
who are out to destroy our peace and prosperity, out of nere jeal ousy.

The process of noulding racial unity is a continuous process of
soci o- econom ¢ devel opnment, whi ch shoul d be the mai n agenda of the nationa
devel oprent progranme.



We shoul d shift each and everyone's paradi gm not just at the
| eadership |l evel but al so anbng the new generations, including students,
because unity nmust be carved out of consciousness and genui ne understandi ng
of the fact that Malaysia is a nmulti-racial country.

Q The opposition parties have portrayed UMNO as a racialist party,
just as the MCA and the M C. They also allege that the pact between the
parties which represent the three nmajor races - the Ml ays, Chinese and the
Indians - is fragile and could easily break if one of the parties feels
that the interests of the race it represents are being threatened. Wat do
you think of this?

A: | think racial issue is universal due to the different
characteristics of human beings. It exists everywhere, between peopl e of
different races, religions, custons and even fromanong the sane race

In the Mal aysian context, it cannot be denied that racial politics used
to be the crux of the struggle of alnost all the political parties.

However, the wi sdom of our past |eaders had given birth to a "front" in the
formof the political pact by the parties which represent the country's
mai n races.

Through the pact, a power-sharing system of governnent through

denocracy was fornulated. It was then that the shoots of "racial unity", in
the political power-sharing sense, began to sprout and grewto its present
shape.

| believe all migrant races are fully conscious of the fact that it was
i mpossible for themto enjoy the present prosperity, peace and security if
there was no unity and unity can only be achi eved t hrough politi cal
consensus and economic stability. In conclusion, | strongly believe that
racial unity in Malaysia will persist and grow stronger due to the
prevaili ng noderati on anong the BN s conponent parti es.

| don't think the majority of the non-Ml ays here have any doubt as to
their interest and welfare as a citizen. Racial issues are only being
del i berately harped upon by chauvinists for their own selfish ends.

Q What should UMNO do in approaching the new century to ensure that
Mal aysi a continues to be a peaceful, prosperous and stable country.

A: UMNO nust get stronger, courageous and solid. Unity fromw thin UVNO
must be enhanced, its nenbership nust be expanded to pave way for greater
participation of the educated Mal ays and the party | eadership nust al ways
be prepared to face and accept changes according to circunstances and
tines.

Q Wat has UMNO to do to remain a denocratic and pragmatic politica
party and are the present second echel on | eaders capabl e of maintaining the
st at us- quo?

A: UMNO nust be ready to adapt to changes in termof party struggle and
strategi es because its target al so changes according to the evolution of
time. The party | eaders and nenbers should al so shift their paradigmfor a
"m nd-set" which is receptive to changes.

Q What should party do to break the political walls which continue to
di vide the Mal ays and get themunder a stronger UMNO banner?

A UMNO s doors are always open to all Mal ays and eligi bl e Buni put eras
and it is always the hope of our |eaders to bring themunder our shelter.

Qur struggle is genuine and never deviates fromthe basic principle of
protecting and fighting for the rights of the Malays with the objective of
ensuring that they continue to dom nate the national political |eadership.
-- Bernama
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