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Musa- Pr esi dent
MAHATHI R S STATEMENT SHOAS UMNO | S NOW STRONGER, SAYS MJSA

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 11 (Bernama) -- Forner Umo Deputy President Tan Sri
Miusa Hitam said today the statement by Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on
the contest for the posts of Umo President and Deputy President in 1999
showed that the party is now nore secured and stronger

"It's true that in Umo, nothing prevents these posts from being
contested but what is being reminded is that if the contest is to be held
there nust be responsible attitude anong Umo nenbers at all |evels," he
tol d Bernanma, here tonight.

He said that in the past three years Umo was not that strong unlike
now and as such it was appropriate that the two key posts be contested.

Umo President Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad had, at a news conference
at the end of the second day of the Umo General Assenbly at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre here, said that he and his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahimare willing to have a contest for their posts in the 1999 Umo
el ections provided the contest is clean.

Dr Mahathir al so said the no-contest decision, nade at the 1995 Umo
General Assenbly, for the president and deputy president's posts for the
current termwoul d not be institutionalised.

Musa, a former Deputy Prinme Mnister, said that by allowi ng the posts
to be contested Umo would go back to its original practice.

It woul d al so give Dr Mahathir the confidence and trust in the | eaders
at all levels that they woul d make a wi se decision if the contest was hel d.

"I't's not an offer to challenge himor his deputy but to make Umo
menbers realise of their responsibility in the real sense of denocracy,"” he
sai d.

He said the inportant thing was that Umo nenbers nust give priority to
party unity.

Asked if reviving the contest would cause a split within the party,
Musa said that even w thout such a contest, there was no guarantee that it
woul d not occur if Umo nenbers did not adopt a responsible attitude.

There are sone two million Umo nenbers and it is inmportant that they
remenber what the split in 1987 did to the party, he said. -- BERNAMA

HT ABG



	MAHATHIR'S STATEMENT SHOWS UMNO IS NOW STRONGER, SAYS MUSA (Bernama 11/10/1996)

