06 COCT 1996
Mahat hi r - Message
UWNO MEMBERS ASKED TO BUI LD TRULY DEMOCRATI C, CLEAN PARTY

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 6 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has
asked Umo nenbers to use the party's general assenbly next week as a fresh
beginning to develop a party that is truly denocratic and free of all forns
of corruption and inpurity.

The Umo president and Prinme Mnister said Umo nust remain clean so
that its struggle could produce a race that is noble and respected and
admred not only for its achievenments but also for the high civilisation
that it created.

He said this in a nessage in conjunction with the 1996 Umo Genera
Assenbl y whi ch opens on Wednesday.

Copi es of the nessage were distributed at a briefing for the nedia
today by Umo secretary-general Datuk Mohamed Rahmat at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre ahead of the assenbly.

Dr Mahathir stressed the danger of noney politics which he likened to a
cancer that would corrupt the national |eadership

He said Umo nust stay clean and denobcratic because the country needed
| eaders of high norals to tackle the deterioration of social behaviour
brought about by sudden wealth fromthe rapi d econoni c devel oprent.

"Qur society is being assaulted by a serious social decadence to the
extent that practices such dadah abuse, bohsia and baby abandonment have
occurr ed.

"Included in this list are noney politics and political corruption
anong Umo nenbers, " he said.

He sai d econom c progress should not be restricted but efforts needed
to be made to incul cate nobl e val ues and behavi our which could act as a
barrier to wanton cravings.

Dr Mahathir said noney politics in Umo had not been overcone despite a
speci al general assenbly being held in 1994 to tackle the problem

In fact, the probl em appeared to become institutionalised, he said.

In such a situation, he said, the party |leadership is commtted to
stanp out noney politics or it would eventually place not only the party in
desperate straits and danger but al so the race and nation.

Because of this, the Umo Suprene Council during the current party
el ections was conpelled to inpose strict rules to control the canpai gni ng
and noney politics, he said.

Al'l these measures were taken solely to protect denocracy within the
party.

"The denbcracy that we practise all ows everyone, regardl ess of position
and rank, the right and opportunity to be elected as a | eader and to el ect
the | eaders," he said.

Denocracy in the party did not nean that only those with the noney to
buy votes coul d becone | eaders, he added.

Dr Mahathir said the rules to restrict the canpai gning were inmposed to
"inplant a new culture in the party, a culture based on the val ues of
honesty and sincerity in pursuing the cause of the party".

He said Umo has succeeded in retaining power since the country's
i ndependence because there was no scranble for posts through corruption and
money politics until 1987 which led to the party being de-registered.

"W have not been put off by that terrible event. Rather, we now
practise dirty tactics even nore openly,"” he said.

He was thankful that Umo could be rehabilitated after the 1987 event



but if another disaster happened to Umo again "I do not believe we can
rescue it any nore".

Dr Mahat hir rem nded Umo nenbers that the struggle has not ended and
they should not be lulled by the perfornmance of the country to the extent
of convincing thensel ves that no disaster could strike it.

Al t hough the Mal aysi an econony is nmuch better than before, he said, it
is not sufficiently strong to progress on its own nmonmentum and stil
requi res gui dance, nurturing and protection.

Meanwhi | e, in another message, Mhaned said the neasures taken by the
Supreme Council to curb noney politics were effective so far although not
totally successful

He said the council was determined to wi pe out this scourge down to its
roots to ensure the party is cleansed of the disease. -- BERNAMA
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